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ADDRESSES TO CHILDREN. 


Notwithstanding the great and sin- 
gularly rapid improvement made in 
the method of conducting Sunday- 
schools, there remains yet much room 
for improvement in many of the par- 
ticular branches of instruction. We 
would at present mention one, which 
applies itself with force to those who 
sustain the office of superintendent, 
and which indeed may advantageous- 
ly be considered by those of the 
clergy who are in the habit of preach- 
ing to the children of the schools at- 
tached to their several churches, It 
will be allowed at once, that on the 
subjects of addresses to children, 
there are two great obstacles to be 
overcome. The first of these relates 
to the speaker, who will find it ex- 
ceedingly difficult to bring down his 
observations to the level of the capa- 
city of his hearers;—and the second 
is, the difficulty of fixing the attention 
of children, so as to overcome their 
general disposition to restlessness. 
Under ordinary circumstances, the 
last of these obstacles depends upon 
the first; for where the speaker is 
Vor. LV.—S ¢ 








enabled fully to adapt himself to the 
capacity of his hearers, a suitable de- 
gree of attention may be expected, 
One general rule ought always to be 
observed. In addresses or sermons 
to children, the motto ought to be, 
‘be short.””’ The “ brevis’”’ is almost 
as indispensable asthe “ dulcis,” and 
happy is he who in this interesting 
business can combine the two, and be 
‘short and sweet’—the one apply- 
ing to the ¢téme, the other to the mat- 
ter of his address. We have heard 
addresses to children from superin- 
tendents, and other pious laymen, 
which were in the style and manner 
of ordinary orations; and we have 
heard sermons to children from cler- 
gymen, which were in the style and 
manner of ordinary pulpit exhibitions; 
and we have all the while been per- 
suaded that the time was altogether 
wastect both by speakers and hearers. 
But then again we have heard some, 
who, while they maintained the dig- 
nity of the subject, were able to 
speak to children so as to be listened 
to with attention, with pleastre, and 
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with profit. These general remarks, 
however, may undesignedly lead us 
off from our specific object.. It has 
been a favourite impression of ours, 
that the great object of addressing 
children will best be answered, not 
by the formality of a regular address 
or discourse, but by a combination of 
this with a kind of voluntary exami- 
nation on the part of the children ad- 
dressed. This is found to excite their 
attention at once, because it makes 
them take a part in the exercise, and 
not only thus awakens their attention, 
but answers the valuable purpose of 
strengthening their memories, On 
this subject we may, perhaps, render 
ourselves more intelligible by an ex- 
ample, furnished by a correspondent. 

Suppose the pastor was about to 
address the children of his school on 
the subject of a judgment to come, 
and that the basis of the address was 
2d Corinthians, chap. v. verse 10, 
‘For we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ,” &c. The 
following is the method recommend- 
ed by our correspondent. 


My dear Children— 


I want you to pay particular at- 
tention to what I am going to say 
to you at this time, because it is a 
very solemn subject, and one in 
which both you and I are greatly con- 
cerned. Now, before I ask you a 
very serious question, I want you all 
to repeat the words of the text, which 
is this: ‘‘ For we must all appear be- 
fore the judgment seat of Christ. 
[Here the children repeat it.] 

Now, why do you think that you, 
and I, and all your teachers, and eve- 
ry body in the world, ought to think 
seriously on this subject? [Ans. Be- 








cause the Apostle says we must al! 
appear. ]* 

You answer me very right, because 
the Apostle says, that we must all ap. 
pear, &c. Yes, there is nobody in 
all the world, but will be obliged to 
stand before the judgment seat, for let 
me tell you that the Apostle says we 
must—he does not say that we may do 
it if we please, but that we must do 
it, and must you know means that a 
person cannot help it. know 
very well what must means when your 
parents tell you to do what you do not 
want to do—it means that you are 
obliged to do it. 

Now, do you think that sinners 
would like to appear before the judg- 
ment seat of Christ? [Ans. No.] 

Can they help it? [Ans. No.] 

No, they cannot help it—they will 
be obliged to be there, and it will be 
the most dreadful thing for them that 
could possibly happen. Tel] me why 
you think it will be a dreadful thing 
for all to appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ? [Ans. Because all 
will receive according to the things 
done in the body.] 

Yes—because the Apostle says, 
they will receive the things done in 
the body. 

Can you tell me, my dear children, 
what is meant by the things done in 
the body? [Ans, What we do while 
we live.] 

That is right—it means whatever 
is done in the whole course of your 
lives. You see what a dreadful thing 
it will be to be judged for every thing 
you have done. 


You 








* The answers which are given 
were those made by the children to 
whom this sermon was delivered. 
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Will itbe for every wicked thought? 
{Ans. Yes.] 

Will it be for every wicked word ? 
fAns. Yes.] 

Will it be for every wicked action? 
[Ans, Yes.] 

Yes, every wicked thought, word 
and action. You have heard this be- 
fore many times, and you have learned 
it I know in one of your hymns. 

Can any of you tell me the words 
of the hymn ? 

I'll tell you the first line, and then 
you must repeat the hymn till you 
come to the part 1 mean— 


‘‘Almighty God thy piercing eye”— 


| Here the children repeated the first 
two verses of the hymn.] 
That’s right—it is in the second 
verse— 
“ There’s not a sin that we commit, 
Nor wicked word we say, 
But in thy dreadful book ’tis writ 
Against the judgment day.” 


Now, all of you that can, repeat to 
me the rest of the hymn—it goes on, 


“And must the crimes that 1 have 
done.” 


[Here let all that know it repeat the 
hymn. | 

But does not the Apostle say, that 
we shall receive the things done in 
the body according to that we have 
done, whether they be good or whe- 
ther they be evil? [Ans. Yes.] 

Can we-do any good things of our- 
selves in the sight of God? [Ans. 
No.] 

Why not? Itis because the hearts 
of all men, children as well as grown 
people, are naturally wicked. Do 
you remember what the Apostle says 
about the carnal mind? how is it? 
[Ans. “ The carnal mind is enmity 








against God, for it is not subject to 
the law of God, neither indeed can 
be.”’] 

What does Isaiah say on this very 
subject, in the first chapter of his 
prophecy? [Ans. * The whole head 
is sick, and the whole heart is faint— 
from the crown of the head to the 
sole of the foot there is no soundness, 
but wounds, and bruises, and putrify- 
ing sores.’’] 

What does Jeremiah say about the 
deceitfulness and depravity of the 
heart’ [Ans. The heart is deceitful 
above all things, and desperately 
wicked. } 

And, above all, what does our Sa- 
viour say, in John, third chapter, on 
this subject? [Ans. **'That which is 
born of the flesh,” &e.] 

Now, if we cannot do any good 
thing of ourselves, because our hearts 
are wicked, when is it, and how is it, 
that we can do any good thing ? 

I will answer this question for you, 
and 1 want you to remember it. It 
is when our hearts are changed by 
the Holy Spirit, and we come to love 
God, and then serve him well because 
we do love him, It is when we have 
been led to have faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and look for our salva- 
tion only because he shed his pre- 
cious blood. If we have faith in him, 
it is put into our hearts by the Holy 
Spirit, and then we delight in noth- 
ing so much as in doing as he bids 
us. 

Now, then, I want you to tell me 
who are the persons who in the day 
of judgment will receive according 
to the good things done while they 
lived. f[Ans. Those who have been 

converted. } 

Yes, they are the persons whose 
hearts have been truly converted unto 
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God, by the Holy Spirit—for then 
they are totally different persons 
from what they were before in their 
hearts, Scripture says, “If any one 
is in Christ, he is a new creature ;” 
and all truly converted persons do 
good, because God puts it in their 
hearts, and his is the glory. 

As you have seen that all must ap- 
pear before the judgment seat of 
Christ, on what hand of the judge 
shall the righteous appear? [Ans. 
On the right hand.] 

What will he say to those on the 
right hand’? [Ans. ‘* Come ye bless- 
ed children of my father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world.”’] 

Where will the wicked appear? 
{Ans. On his left hand.]} 

What will he say tothem? [Ans. 
‘* Depart ye cursed into everlasting 
fire, prepared for the devil and his 
angels.”’] 

Now, my dear children, this is a 
very solemn subject, because there 


are none of us but who have commit- | 
ted sin, and therefore we must be | 


judged. 


Tell me, now, if you really think | 
that each one of you will appoar be- | 


fore the judgment seat? [Ans. Yes.] 
Do you think that you are ready to 


go there and be judged? I will an- | 
swer that for you, lest you should | 


speak rashly. I fear you are not 
ready. 

And yet, my dear children, not one 
of you knows but that he or she may 
go there very soon—for children die 


as well as grown people, and you | 
know the Scripture says, “after death | 


is the judgment.” 


How are your hearts to be prepared | 


for death and judgment? Must you 
repent of your sins? [Ans. Yes.]} 











Now, to repent, you have often 
heard, means that you should be sorry 
for your sins—that you should con- 
fess them to God—that you should 
forsake them, and go to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, that your sins may be 
pardoned. Repeat tome your hymn 
which begins, 


“ Lord I confess before thy face,” &c. 


[Here let the children repeat the 
hymn. ] 
Ay—attend particularly to the last 
verse— 
“For Jesus’ sake forgive my crime, 
And change this stubborn heart, 


And grant me grace for future time 
To act a better part.” 


Now who can give you power to 
repent? [Ans. God.] 

Who is it that is exalted a Prince 
and Saviour to give repentance and 
remission of sins? [Ans. Jesus 
Christ. ] 

Now, remember that nothing short 
of repentance towards God, and faith 
towards our Lord Jesus Christ, can 
answer for our salvation,x—and when 
we all come to stand before the judg- 
ment seat of Christ, as we must do— 
if we have lived in sin and died in sin 
we shall hear the dreadful words— 
‘Depart ye cursed into everlasting 
fire, prepared for the devil and his 
angels” —we shall then go far away 
from God for ever, and never more 
be happy. But if by God’s grace we 
do repent of our sins, and if we have 
sought the Lord Jesus Christ as a Sa- 
viour, then we shall have the invita- 
tion, ** Come ye blessed children of 
my Father, receive the kingdom, &c.” 
and then we shall live for ever in 
heaven, with all good people whio 
have loved and served God,—and we 
will be with the holy angels, singing 
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praises to God, and we will be with 
our Heavenly Father and blessed Sa- 
viour for ever and ever—Amen. 


This is a specimen of the kind of 
address or sermon, which, in the opi- 
nion of our correspondent, seems pe- 
culiarly adapted to the comprehen- 
sion of children. As to ourselves, we 
can answer, by some little experi- 
ence, that this method does serve to 
awaken and keep up their interest ; 
and the specimen above is one which 
was preached to the children of one 
of our city Sunday-schools. The spe- 
cimen is very imperfect, because it is 
principally made from notes taken at 
the time of delivery, and is meant 
only as an illustration of the method 
alluded to. What we principally 
hope, however, by the notice of this 
subject inthe Magazine, is, that some 
of our friends will take up the subject 


more at large, and give the Sunday- | 


school public, through us, the result 
of their reflection or experience. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
UNION. 


The following account is taken 
from the New Hampshire Repository 
and Observer, published in Ports- 
mouth, The abstract of the Annual 
Report, shows a very interesting and 
flourishing state of things in that 
state, 


The annual meeting of the N. H. 
Sunday-school Union, was held at 
Rindge, on Thursday, Sept. 6, 1827. 

Returns were received by the Se- 
cretary, only from a small portion of 
the schools, taught in the state; and 
of course the annual Report was very 
incomplete. 

In Candia, is a school, consisting 
of 86 scholars; 36 males and 50 fe. 
males, A Juvenile Library, belong- 

















ing to the school, has exerted a be- 
neficial influence on the scholars, 

In Colebrook, and vicinity, is a 
Sunday-school society, which has in 
different schools under its direction, 
96 scholars; 40 males and 56 females. 
Two of the teachers and four of the 
scholars have become hopefully 
pious, 

In Concord, are 13 schools, esta- 
blished in as many districts. These 
are under the direction of superin- 
tendents, whose business it is to open 
each school with prayer; and, as far 
as they are competent, to make ob- 
servations upon the portion of scrip- 
ture recited. The schools together 
contain 560 scholars; 259 males, and 
301 females. 97 teachers are em- 
ployed, of whom 37 are professors 
of religion. A Library consisting of 
336 volumes, has created and sus- 
tained an unusual interest in the 
children; and the select scripture 
lessons, consisting, On an average 
of about 20 verses, together with 
questions adapted to the same, have 
been of great advantage both to 
teachers and scholars. There are 


also four Bible classes, consisting of 


120 members. It is expected that 
the Sunday scholars will join a Bible 
ble class, at about the age of 14, and 
thus continue to enjoy instruction 
from the scriptures, through the pe- 
riod of youth. Of 38 persons who 
have united with the Congregational 
church within a year, 24 were mem- 
bers of Bible classes. Besides the 


above, there is a flourishing Sunday- 


school and Bible class, connected 
with the Baptist society. 

In Henniker, the Sunday-school 
contains about 160 scholars. It is 
larger and more flourishing than at 
any former period. An_ excellent 
Library of more than 200 volumes, 
purchased this season, has contribut- 
ed, more than any thing else to in- 
crease an interest in the school. 

In /lanover, the Sunday-school 
contains 110 scholars, A Bible class 
of about 17 youths is connected with 
the school;—both in a prosperous 
state. Lessons in the school, are li- 
mited to 20 verses. A Juvenile Li- 
brary, of 125 volumes, has already 
hada happy influence on the scholars, 
and on several families who were be- 
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fore indifferent or wholly opposed to 
Sunday-school operations. 

In Orford, first society, is a flour- 
ishing school, of 126 scholars. Since 
the purchase of a Library, several 
parents and heads of families, who 
were before opposed to Sunday- 
schools, are now in favour of them, 
and say they will contribute to en- 
large the Library. A number ofthe 
teachers have united with the church 
since the school was first commenced. 

The Sunday-school society in Pem- 
broke, has eight schools under its di- 
rection, containing 257 scholars, 119 
males and 138 females; of the 31 
teachers, 15 are professors of reli- 
gion, and 9 of the remainder are ei- 
ther indulging hopes or are anxious. 
—A Library is connected with the 
schools. 

The S. S. society in Jtochester, has 
under its care three schools, con- 
taining about 125 scholars. It has 
also a Library of 130 volumes. Since 
the last year, nine of the teachers 
have become hopefully pious. 

In Rindge, Sunday-schools are 
taught in four districts. They are 
under the management of superin- 
tendents; contain 178 scholars, and 
28 teachers. The lessons are almost 
exclusively from the Bible, and are 
assigned and limited. Since the last 
report, 12 persons, who now are or 
have been within a few years, con- 
nected with the Sunday-schools or 
Bible class, or with both, have made 
a profession of religion, 

The Sunday-school in Lyme, con- 
tains 87 scholars: is divided into 11 
classes, with an instructer to each 
class;—the whole under the direc- 
tion of a superintendent. 

The school connected with the 
congregational society in Sandwich, 
contains about 60 scholars. 

In Sanddborton, are 6 schools con- 
taining 200 scholars. 

[The account from the following 
towns, was furnished by Rev. Z. S. 
Barstow, secretary of the committee 


for the promotion of Sunday-schools _ 
in the southern section of the old | 


county of Cheshire. ] 


Keene has a Sunday-school, under 


the direction of an association auxili- 
ary to the N.H. 8.5. Union. There 
are two hundred and forty-three pu- 

















pils, under the care of thirty-six 
teachers. Of teachers twenty-four 
are hopefully pious, and twelve are 
not. There is a library for the use 
of the pupils, containing about three 
hundred volumes, the use of which 
is all the reward bestowed. The 
scriptures are the book principally 
used, from which the children com- 
mit lessons; and familiar remarks are 
made by the teachers suited to give 
their pupils an understanding of the 
truth. 

There is a Bible class in the place 
(of about forty members) which at- 
tends to the study of the scriptures 
one evening in a week, This has 


_been continued for two or three 
| years without interruption, with the 
| promise of much good. 


The Sunday-school of Marlbo 
rough, has 73 pupils, under the care 
of 16 teachers. Of the pupils, 27 
are males and 76 females, and of the 


' teachers 6 are males, and 10 females 


The report does not give the number 


| of teachers who are professors of re 


ligion. But it states, that one feache: 


| and four pupils have become hope- 


fully pious this season. There is a 
S. S. Library connected with this 
school, forthe use of the children 

Nelson has a Sunday-school associa 
tion auxiliary to the N. H. S. 5. 
Union; and a school of 80 pupils, 
under the instruction of 10 teachers. 
Six of the teachers are professors ol 
religion, and the rest are either hope 
fully pious, or deeply impressed wit! 
religious truth. ‘There is a good Ii 
brary attached to the school. 

There is a Bible class of about 80 
members under the care of the Re 
Gad Newell, the pastor of the church. 
The Sunday-school and Bible class 
are exerting a very happy influence 
in the place. 

The Sunday-school in Fitzwilliam, 
(for the last year) had 117 pupils un 
der the care of 7 male and 15 | 
male teachers. Recitations were 
chiefly from the Bible. ‘There ts 4 
very good library for the children. A 
good influence is exerted in the place 
by Sunday-school instructions. ‘There 
has not been a return from the school 
the present year. 

Gilsum had a Sunday-school ot <5 
pupils under the care of 5 teachers 
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the last year. No returns have been 
made for the present year. A library 
was connected with the school. 

Roxbury has made no return of 

the Sunday-school the present year. 
sut last year it had an association 
auxiliary to the N. H. &. S. Union; 
and a school of 30 pupils, under the 
care of 5 instructers, together with 
a library of about 70 volumes. 

In Swansey, at both the Congrega- 
tional and Baptist societies, there are 
Sunday-schools; at the former there 
were 60 pupils, and at the latter 50 
pupils last year. No returns have 
been made, for this report. 

Chesterfield has made report for 
this year. Its school has 67 pupils 
under the care of 6 instructers. The 
Sunday-school Association of Ches- 
terfield, is not connected with the 
N. H. S. S. Union. The use ofa 
small library is all the reward given 
to the scholars. 5171 verses of scrip- 
ture and answers in catechism have 
been committed in the whole. 

Last year, Westmoreland reported 
a school of, 50 pupils, under the care 
of 9 teachers, of whom 7 were pro- 
fessors of religion. The present state 
of the school is not Known. 

. Winchester also reported 60 pupils 
and 15 teachers the last year; but has 
made no return for this year. 

Alstead East Parish reports for this 
year, 93 pupils and 20 teachers. Of 
the pupils 51 are males and 42 fe- 
males, Sixteen of the teachers are 
hopetully pious, and have professed 
religion since the commencement of 
the year. The remaining four indulge 
the hope that they are Christians. 


Of the pupils 12 or 15 are unusually | 


serious and a general solemnity per- 
vades the school. The S. S. Concert 
of prayer has been regularly attend- 
ed. There is a library of 100 volumes. 
There is a Bible class in the place of 
about 50 members. 

Alstead West Parish has not given 
a report this year. It had 55 pupils 
and 19 teachers last year. 

Surry had a school last year of 30 
pupils, under the care of 6 teachers, 
But the present state of the school is 
not known. 

Marlow has a Sunday-school, but 
no report has been sent forward. 
last year, it had 40 pupils under the 
care of 8 instructers, 














———— - — 





Stoddard \as an association auxili- 
ary to the N. H.S.S. Union; and last 
year, it had a school of 67 pupils, 
under the care of 10 teachers. The 
teachers were all pious. 

Hinsdale, Walpole, Dublin, Sulli- 
van, Jaffrey, and Richmond have, 
most of them, schools; but we have 
had no report this year. 

But, from the above accounts, it 
would seem that there are actually 
1080 scholars and 186 teachers re- 
ported in the present county of 
Cheshire. 

From the county of Sullivan, Plain- 
field, Newport, Acworth and Lemp- 
ster, have sent their reports. 

Acworth hus a school of 120 pupils, 
under the care of 13 teachers. ‘The 
teachers are all hopefully pious. 
Small scholars use Emmon’s Primer; 
all the rest learn from the scriptures. 
The school is very flourishing. It has 
a library of 130 volumes, 

Lempster has a Sunday-school asso- 
ciation, and a school of 80 pupils, 
under the care of ten teachers, 8 of 
whom are professors of religion. 
They attend wholly to committing 
the scriptures. 

Plainfield has a Sunday-school of 
100 pupils, under the care of about 
twenty teachers, All the teachers 
are professors of religion. There is 
a library of 150 volumes, for the use 
of the children, and this is all the re- 
ward that is given. School is very 
flourishing and useful. The associa- 
tion will now become auxiliary to the 
N. H. 8. S. Union. 

Newport has a Sunday-school of 43 
boys and 57 girls, making 100 pupils. 
These are under the care of 8 male 
and 10 female teachers, There is a 
library of 200 volumes, The school 
is conducted on the plan of the school 
in Fitchburg, Ms. as published in the 
Recorder. ‘The school is very flou- 
rishing. 

From the above statements it ap- 
pears that{in 51 towns there are 3525 
Sunday scholars. But in the whole 
state there are 218 towns; and, if, 
as we have reason to believe, there 
are Sunday-schools in one half of 
them, then allowing the average pro- 
portion in the 51 towns, there are at 
least 12,391 Sunday scholars in the 
state. We regret that returns were 
not received from every Sunday- 
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school, so that the exact number of 
pupils might be ascertained. 

The society at its annual meeting, 
resolved to employ an agent, to raise 
the sum of 500 dollars, for the pur- 


pose of establishing a Depository of 


Sunday-school Books in Concord. It 
is believed that the benefit of the 
Sunday-school system of instruction 
will be greatly increased, by a well 
selected library for each school. Let 
the friends of this system, then, li- 
berally contribute to the establish- 
ment of a General Depository, where 
they may procure the dest books at 
the least expense. It is hoped that 
the benevolence of the Christian 
community will enable the managers 
of the N. H. Sunday School Union, 
to carry the plan of establishing a 
Depository into effect, before the 
next season. 

The annual meeting of the Society 
will hereatter be held in Concord, on 
Wednesday of Election weck. 


VERMONT SABRBATH-SCHOOL UNION, 
The second annual meeting of the 
Vermont Sabbath-school Union was 
held at Montpelier, on Wednesday, 
September 12, 1827—the Rev. Tho- 
mas A. Merrill, Vice-President, in the 


chair, and Mr, E, C. ‘Tracy, Secreta- | 


ry, pro tem. 


After prayer by the Rev. Mr. Ho- | 
bart, the corresponding secretary | 


read the report of the Managers. 
{The facts stated in the report, though 
not all that the friends of Sabbath- 
schools could wish, are yet highly 
gratifying. 
to the Union has risen, during the 


year, from 22 to 70, and there has 


been a correspondent increase of the 
number of schools, teachers, and scho- 
lars. ] 

The report was accepted on mo- 
tion of Rev. Joel Fisk, seconded by 
Mr. J. J. Shipherd, who both ad- 
dressed the society in support of the 
following resolution, which was adopt- 
ed, viz: 

Resolved, That the friends of the 
Vermont Sabbath-school Union ought 
to make vigorous and unremitted ef- 
forts for the establishment of Sabbath- 
schools throughout the state, and for 
their continuance in eflicient opera- 
tion during every season of the ycar. 








The number of Auxilia- | 








{A principle object of the speak. 
ers was to urge, by appeals to reason 
and to facts, the continuance of Sab- 
bath-schools during winter.] 

The following resolution, submit- 
ted, with an address, by the Rev. 
Charles White,and seconded and sup- 
ported bythe Rev. Mr. Hunter, was 
adopted, viz: 

Resolved, ‘Vihat we deem the exam - 
ple of Addison Association, in orga- 
nizing Sabbath-schools in every parish 
within its limits, a worthy example, 
and recommend it to be followed 
by every association in the state. 

The following officers were then 
chosen for the ensuing year. 

Hon. Chauncey Langdon, President. 
Rev. Leonard Worcester, 2 Vice 
Rev. Thomas A. Merrill, § Presid. 
Hon. Robert Pierpont, Treasurer. 
Rev. Charles Walker, Corresp. Sec. 
E. C. Tracy. Recording Secretary. 

Rev. Abraham Bronson, Rev. Amos 
Drury, Rev. Simeon Parmelee, Deac. 
Nathan Cooledge, Hon. Israel P. Da- 
na, Rev. Beriah Green, Rev. Henry 
Hunter, Rev. Pharcellus Church, Wil- 
liam Page, Esq., Rev. Daniel 0. Mor- 
ton, Rev. Ephraim H. Newton, Rey. 
Charles White, Wanuagers. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL GLEANINGS. 


At the last meeting of the Associa- 
tion of Sunday-school Teachers, N. 
Y. the committee previously appoint- 
ed to prepare twelve questions for 
discussion at the Monthly meetings, 
reported the following. We copy 
them for the benefit of the teachers 
and friends of Sabbath-schools among 
our readers, from the New-York Ob- 
server. 

questions, &c. 

1, Ought any child who receives 
instruction in the Select Lessons, to 
to be furnished with a copy of the 
scriptures ? 

2. Ought the third annual course 
of instruction to be taken from the 
Old or the New Testament ? 

S. What are the evils attending 
the late attendance of Sabbath-school 
Teachers? and what are the best 
means of preventing the evils which 
arise from late attendance ? 

4. Ought a teacher, who absents 
himself from school four Sabbaths in 
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succession, without a proper excuse, 
to retain the charge of hisclass? 

5. How often ought a teacher to vi- 
sit the houses of his scholars? and 
what are the best means to be pur- 
sued in performing this duty? 

6. Are public Sunday-school Exa- 
minations beneficial ? and if so, what 
is the best means of conducting them? 

7. Ought books, which have not a 
religious tendency, to be placed in 
the library of a Sabbath-school’ 

8. What is the best method of con- 
ducting a class in a Sabbath-school? 

9. When may a Sabbath-school 
Teacher be said to have finished his 
work, and feel himself prepared, con- 
scientiously, to give up his labour? 

10. Ought the children of the rich 
to be introduced into the existingSun- 
day-schools? and if so what are the 
best means to effect it? 

11, Ought one half hour of each 
Sabbath to be exelusively devoted to 
religious instruction; and if so, ought 
it to be given by each teacher to his 
class, or by the Superintendent to the 
whole school? 

12, Is it expedient for a male and 
a female school to be both conducted 
in the same room? 





REVIVAL IN A SABBATH-SCHOOL IN NEW- 
YORK. 


It often happens that we labour un- 
der many discouragements in the pro- 
secution of benevolent plans, and 
whenever any thing occurs which has 
a tendency to excite to zeal and per- 
severance in a good work amidst dis- 
couragements, duty requires that it 
should be made known for the bene- 
fit of all concerned. From this con- 
viction I send you the following ac- 
count of a revival of religion just 
commenced in Sabbath-school num- 
ber 12, in this city. Thisschool was 
organized about two months since, 
under very flattering prospects; the 
number of its scholars at its opening 
being unusually large, a number of 
young friends, male and female, came 
forward and volunteered their servi- 
ces as teachers, manifesting a spirit 
and zeal peculiar only to those whose 
hearts burn with that love which 
comes from heaven. 
God and the salvation of souls being 
the only object that seemed to be in 
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view, the superintendents and teach- 
ers were sweetly united in their la- 
bour of love, and they agreed to la- 
bour for a revival in their school, to 
live for it, to pray for it, and to be- 
lieve for it. Whereupon a prayer 
meeting was instituted on Monday 
evening, the 3d inst., to be continu- 
ed every week for the benefit of 
teachers, scholars, and parents, At 
this meeting many fall and they 
were favoured with the divine pre- 
sence and blessing. 

On the Sabbath following, at the 
closing exhortation and prayer, many 
of the large children became visibl 
affected with a concern for the sal- 
vation fof their souls, and so deep 
were their convictions, that they re- 
fused to go from the place. Prayer 
was immediately made in their be- 
half, and many others who had left 
the school, hearing the voice of pray- 
er, returned truly penitent, and be- 
fore the meeting terminated, two 
boys and three girls found peace 
with God, and went home rejoicing; 
others went home crying for mercy 
through the streets. 

A little girl twelve years of age, 
whose brother had found the Lord at 
the school, on her return home fell 
on her knees, and in presence of her 
irreligious friends, sought the salva- 
tion of her soul with cries and tears. 
Her mother and another member of 
the family were convicted powerful- 
ly; the little girl found peace the 
same evening, and both her mother 
and the other seeking soul presented 
themselves at the prayer meeting as 
mourners, last Monday night, and 
have both found the pearl of great 
price to the joy of their hearts. 

Thus hath the Lord favoured us 
with the conversion of eight souls; 
for in my haste I have omitted to 
mention, that two of the teachers 
have tasted of the powers of the 
world to come and are rejoicing in 
the hope of the glory of God. Praise 
the Lord for his goodness and for 
his wonderful works to the children 
of men.—Adv. and Journal. 








HINT ON SABBATH SCHOOLS, 
The cause of Sabbath-schools, so 
pregnant with religious, moral, and 
intellectual blessings to the rising 
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race, is evidently prospering among | 
us. In part of the state, some are 


so impressed with asense of their | 
value, that parents send their chil- | 


dren to them from a distance of six or 
seven miles. To many, this is incon- 
venient, and to the poor, almost im- 
possible. Now, would it not be very 
easy for two or more families in an 
immediate neighbourhood, and who 
are far from a church or other conve- 
nient public place, to agree to meet 
at each others’ houses, in order, on 
Sabbath evening, early after dinner, 
that the parents and elder members 
of the families, especially such as are 
pious, may unite in giving religious 
instruction to the younger servants 
too / whom every master is bound by 
conscience, justice, and humanity to 
cause to be instructed in the princi- 
ples of religion. The way of salva- 
tion might be more safely and effici- 
ently taught them in this way, than by 
their attending the ignorant preach- 
ing of their own colour. And reason, 
scripture, and experience prove that 
the surest way to make a good, faithful 
servant, is to bring him under the 
moral influence and discipline of the 
New Testament.—Visitor and Tele. 


SABBATH SCHOOLS IN BUENOS AYRES, | 
There is one Sabbath-school in 


Buenos Ayres, under the superin- 
tendence of our countryman, Rev. 
Mr. Torry. As yet, it is principally 
confined to the children of English 
residents. 
on the first of June last, the number 





In three months, ending | 





of scholars had nearly or quite dou- | 
A class of Spanish boys had | 
just been formed, six in number;— | 


bled. 


the first who have ever attended. 
There is some hope that a Sabbath- 
school will be established in 


EARLY PIETY. 


A gentleman in Edinburgh heard | 
Mr. Whitefield preach in the Orphan | 
Park. In the course of the sermon, | 
he related an anecdote of a young | 
girl, about seven years. of age, who | 
died aboutthat time in the orphan 
hospital; the preacher appealed 
to many of his hearers for the truth 


of it, “As it made a deep impression | 


| 
; 


the | 
course of the present autumn, for | 
Spanish children exclusively. -—™. ¥.0. | 
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upon the gentleman’s mind at the 
time, he begs leave to give it in Mr. 
Whitefield’s words as near as he can 
recollect them. 

A young girl belonging to the or- 
phan hospital, had been very poorly, 
and much reduced by long affliction. 
She often spoke on religious subjects, 
and particular about her Redeemer, 
with great fervour and wonderful 
knowledge of the scriptures. One 
day, having expressed a great desire 
to see Mr. Whitefield, the following 
conversation took place : 

Q. For what purpose have you 
sent for me, girl? 

A. I think myself dying, and I 
wished very much to see you. 

Q. What can I do for you? 

A. You can tell me about Christ 
and pray for me. 

Q. My dear girl what do you know 
about Christ ? 

A. I know that he is the Saviour 
of the world. 

Q. My dear child, he is so. 

A. IT hope he will be my Saviour 
also. 

Q. I hope my dear, that this is the 
language of faith out of the mouth 
of a babe: but tell me what ground 
you have for saying this. 

A. Oh, sir, he bids little children, 
such as me, to come to him, and 
says, Of such is the kingdom of hea- 
ven: and besides, I love Christ, and 
am always glad when I think of him. 

Q. My dear child, you make my 
heart to rejoice: but are you nota 
sinner ? 

A. Yes, Lam asinner, but my bles- 
sed Redeemer takes away sin, and I 
long to be with him. 

Q. Dear girl, I trust the desire of 
your heart will be granted: but 
where do you think you will find 
your Redeemer ? 

A. O, sir, I think I will find him 
in heaven, 

Q. Do you think you will go to 
heaven ? 

A. Ido. 

Q. But what if you do not find 
Christ there ? 

A. If I do not find Christ there, I 
am sure it is not heaven ; for where 
he dwells must be heaven, for there 
also dwells God and holy angels, and 
all that Christ saves, 

Here the worthy preacher stopped 
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in relating any thing farther that pas- 
sed at this solemn and interesting 
visit, and took an opportunity of re- 
commending early piety from the 
experience of this girl, who, though 
only about seven years of age, dis- 
covered that she indeed knew the 
Lord Jesus. May many, in the days 
of their youth, enjoy the same ines- 
timable privilege! 





AWFUL INSTANCE OF DEATH. 

The following is an extract from a 
letter, received by the Correspond- 
ing Secretary, from one of the agents 
of the society. 


Dear Sir.—Soon after returning 
from church to my room, I received 
u message to visit a sick woman in 
the neighbourhood, who was thought 
to be near herend. The sick bed 
scene that ensued, interested my 
own feelings, too deeply to be pass- 
ed unnoticed. On entering the sick 
room, | found Mrs. » wasted 
to an almost perfect skeleton, by a 
long consumption. Every symptom 
showed, that life was in its last trem- 
bling motions, yet her reason was 
preserved unimpaired. I approach- 
ed the bed. As she lifted upon me, 
her hollow sunken eye, and saw at 
her bed side, a minister of Jesus 
Christ, she showed evident signs of 
terror, and her death-marked coun- 
tenance, gathered a deadlier pale- 
ness, I took her withered hand, and 
said in a gentle tone of voice, ‘*Ma- 
dam, you are very low. Have youa 
hope in God, through Jesus Christ, 
that all is well?” At this question, 
she seemed greatly agitated,—gave 
my hand a convulsive grasp,—her eye 
rolled wildly,—a frown overspread 
her ghastly countenance,—she shook 
her head, and choked with emotion. 
Finding my presence not to be en- 
dured, I turned from the bed and 
went into the next room. After a 
few minutes, word was brought, that 
I might pray, if I would not go into 
her room. To this, I readily con- 
sented, and we fell at the throne of 
grace. Soon after prayer, I was told, 
that Mrs. wished to see me. I 
again approached the bed, and stood 
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in silence to hear what she wished to 


| say. She said nothing. mprerrsres | 
| from her silence, that she expecte 


something from me, I said, ** Dear 


madam, lift up your heart to the Sa- 
| Viour,—put your trust in his a 
_merits,—receive him by faith, an 


you need fear no dangers.” The 


-mention of a Saviour, seemed to 
_rouse her up and give new energy. 
| With an angry tone, an expression of 


countenance, such as I never saw be- 
fore, (O! may I never again,) she 


said, ‘don’t talk to me that way,” 


and raised her emaciated hand, and 
used what little strength she had, to 
thrust me from her. As I turned to 
go, she said, “Il am obliged to you.” 
Being detained a moment by one that 
spoke to me in the room, she bade 
me go, and ordered her attendants 
to tell me to go. I went, but with 
such sensations as never before fol- 


| lowed me from a sick room. It may 


well be supposed, that such a scene 
would bring me to my closet. 17th. 
This morning, the unhappy woman 


whom I visited last evening, expired. 
/ Lunderstand from her attendants in 


her last moments, that she signified 
her want of hope and trust in God, 
and that in the course of the night, 
she became displeased with those 
who waited on her, and cursed them 
in her anger. That she called on 
God to kill her,—drag her off, and 
bury her. It would be a grateful al- 
leviation to my feelings, to be able 
to consider this, as the language of 
delirium, But alas! it is an allevia- 
tion denied me. 

Such a death, in such a manner, 
would naturally lead to some inqui- 
ries into the early history of the mi- 
serable subject of it. I learned that 
Mrs, ——— was the daughter of a 
well known Universalist, who took 
care to educate her in his own prin- 
ciples. That she embraced, and 
avowed the fatal doctrines, and was 
long supported and strengthened in 
them, by a Universalist husband, 
who, however, chose to witness as 
little as possible, of her last days. O! 
what a comment upon Universalism! 
If such must be the end, good Lord, 
deliver us from it. 

Such facts, though painful in the 
extreme, illustrate the infinite yalue 
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of an early correct religious educa- 
tion; and in this point of light, do 


powerfully recommend the institution | 


of Sabbath-schools. 


YOUTH’S FRIEND. 


While the increasing circulation of | 
the Youth’s Friend assures us of | 


the favourable estimation in which 
it is held by the Christian public, 
we are gratified also in meeting 
with notices similar to the follow- 
ing, which we take from the 
** New Hampshire Repository.” 


What pious parent can forbear 
thanking the Father of Mercies, for 
the enlarged and improved facilities 
for giving religious instruction to 
children? What child, who has been 
trained up in the way he should go, 
but must have his heart filled with 
gratitude to his Heavenly Father and 
to his earthly parents, for the advan- 
tages now enjoyed in this respect, 
above those of former days? 

Dr. Watts is to be regarded as the 
founder of a new system of religious 
instruction. With his excellent Cate- 
chisms, the Ist and 2d, and Histo- 
rical, the Catechism of Scripture 
Names, and the Preservative from 
Sins and Follies, every judicious pa- 
rent will become acquainted, and, 
when thus acquainted, cannot fail to 
seta high value on them. Perhaps 
no attempts of the kind, made since, 
have been more successful. But 
many writers have taken valuable 
hints from him, and imitated his sim- 
ee and child-like, yet chaste and 

eautiful style. There was nothing 
of affectation or mistake in the re- 
mark of a learned man, that he did 
not envy Dr. W. the honour of being 
author of his admirable psalms and 
hymns, so much as that of being able 
to coinpose the Divine Songs; and 
could this most devotional of unin- 
spired poets be permitted to see 
what is now done for youth, in plac- 
ing divine truth and sound morality 
before their minds in the most invit- 
ing forms, how would his heart leap 
for joy! 


The friends of Sabbath-schools 





| the following Table. 








have found, that, as they have excit- 
ed in the young mind a desire for 
moral and religious reading, authors 
have stepped ewes to gratify it. 

Miss Taylor, Mrs, Sherwood, Miss 
Edgeworth, Messrs. Richmond, Tyer- 
man, and a host of others, have writ- 
ten moral and religious narratives for 
children, in which wholesome and 
salutary truths are clothed in their 
most attractive dress. These books 
are issued in a cheap form, and wide- 
ly circulated, and are, we doubt not, 
doing a great deal of good. 

There are also in this country, at 
the present time, several periodical 
works for children, of excellent cha. 
racter and tendency. One of these, 
the VYouth’s Friend, and Scholar’s Ma- 
gazine, has just fallen, for the first 
time, under our observation. The 
articles in it, are to us at least, very 
interesting; just such as we should 
put into a child’s hand. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
UNION, 


The annual meeting of the N. H. 
Sunday-school Union, was held at 
Rindge, on Thursday, Sept. 6, 1827. 
Returns were received by the Secre- 
tary, only from asmall portion of the 


| Schools, taught in the State; and of 
| course the annual report was very in- 


complete. From the details given in 
the Repository, we have compiled 
Lib. signifies 
that there is a library, of which the 
number of volumes is unknown. 
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There are also schools in Fitzwil- 
liam, Gilsum, Roxbury, Swanzey, 
Westmoreland, Winchester, Alstead, 
W. P. Surry, Marlow, Stoddard, 
Hinsdale, Walpole, Sullivan, Dublin, 
Jaffrey and Richmond; from which no 
reports have been received this year. 

The Report states the number of 
scholars in 31 towns at 3525. It adds, 
‘But in the whole state there are 
218 towns; and, if, as we have reason 
to believe, there are Sunday-schools 








in one half of them, then allowing 
the average proportion in the 31 
towns, there are at least, 12,3591 
Sunday-scholars in the State.” 

The Society at its annual meeting, 
resolved to employ an agent, to raise 
the sum of 500 dollars, for the pur- 
pose of establishing a depository of 
Sunday-school Books in Concord, 
The annual meeting will hereafter be 
held in Concord, or Wednesday of 
Election weck.—Recorder, 





THE PANOPLY. 


The Apostle Paul exhorts believ- 
ers (Ephes. vi. 11 and 13) to take un- 
to themselves the whole armour of 
God, called the Panoply, from 
navortiia, or complete armour. 
“Stand, having your loins girt about 
with truth.” The figure sketched 
is girded round the waist with cinc- 
tures, which were probably of metal, 
and in that case would form a com- 
plete defence to his body, such as 














truth is to the mind; and from this 
the allusion of the Apostle is ex- 
plained. He continues, ** having on 
the breast-plate of righteousness:” 
the breast in this figure is defended 
by armour similar to that which pro- 
tects the body, covering each shoul- 
der, and united to the orwier; this, 
though perhaps not the exact kind of 
breast-plate which the sacred writer 
had in view, is sufficient to enable us 
to understand the comparison—‘** And 
your fect shod with the preparation 
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of the pospel of peace.” It appears | 

robable that the preparation of the | 
feet here intended 1s shoes or sandals | 
having spikes on the sole to prevent | 


the soldier from slipping in the day of 
battle. ‘Thy shoes shall be iron 


and brass,” Deut. xxxiii. 25, appears | 


to be best explained bythe above 


supposition, which it likewise coun- | 


tenances—‘‘Above all, taking the 
shield of faith, wherewith ye shall 
be able to quench all the fiery darts 
of the wicked.” The shield in an- 
cient warfare was principally used 
to defend the warrior from arrows 
and darts, and from the spear and 
sword of the enemy in closer com- 
bat: it seems not unlikely that poi- 
soned darts and arrows, or those fill- 
ed with combustible matter, are here 
referred,to, as both were employed 
in the wars of antiquity—*And take 
the helmet of salvation.” See also 1 
Thessalonians v. 8. On the top of 
the ancient helmet there was gene- 
rally some emblematical ornament, 
such as Hope, intimating that the 
ewe who wore it conceived that 

e should be safe, and always victo- 
rious. ‘To this the phrase ‘‘Helmet 
of salvation” appears to refer—“The 
sword of the Spirit, which is the 
word of God.” ‘The allusion here is 
obvious to the meanest capacity. It 
is remarkable that the apostle does 
not mention armour for the legs, 
thighs, or arms, neither has the an- 
cient statue, from which our drawing 


is taken, any thing more than mere | 
Nor was | 


clothing about these parts. 
any covering provided for the back, 
as victory must be sought by valour, 
not by cowardice. From this ap- 
parent deficiency the next words of 
the apostle appear to receive a fine 
illustration, “Praying always with all 
prayer and supplication in the spirit; 
watching thereunto with all persever- 
ance.”? The combatant is not equip- 
ped for a state of inactive security, 
but must be continually on the alert 
to protect those vulnerable parts 
which unavoidably remain exposed 
to the weapons of his adversary. 


This subject addresses itself to 
Sunday-school Teachers with pecu- 
Their contest is arduous 
and attended with many dangers; 


har force. 











they therefore require to be clothed 
with the whole gospel armour and to 
persevere even unto the end. 


MASSACHUSETTS SABBATH-SCHOOL 
UNION, 


Extracts from the Appendix to the Se- 
cond Annuai Report. 


In the number of the Magazine for 
August, a few extracts from the 
the same source were published 
We have now made a further se. 
lection from the Appendix to the 
Report of this most efficient auxi- 
liary to the American S. S. Union. 


The prospect of usefulness in the 
duties of Sabbath-school instruction, 
affords us much encouragement, and 
perhaps more, than can be found in 
any other branch of Christian bene- 
volence; it is a field of great promise, 
and yields in a thousand instances a 
rich reward for all our toils; it has not 
unfrequently been the case, that 
many who have occupied it, have had 
the salvation of their souls for thir 
hire; and while ‘* watering otlicrs, 
have themselves been watered,” per- 
haps there have not been many 
Schools more blest in this respec’ 
than ourown. Withina few years, 
sixteen of our teachers, and three ot! 
our former pupils have been broug!it 
to the knowledge of the truth; thir- 
teen of this number, and one little 
girl, twelve years of age, have been 
* buried with Christ by baptism, and 
are in Church fellowship with us; the 
other three have but recently ex- 
pressed their hope in Christ; and se- 
veral of the teachers and scholars yet 
remain deeply impressed with a se1se 
of their sins, and are anxiously in 
quiring what they ‘ must do to be 
saved.’ It is also gratifying to mention 
that several of our scholars are now 
engaged as teachers, and are pursu 
ing the duties of their office with un 
wearied zeal and attention,—Hejort 
of 2d Baptist Female School, Boston. 

The sum of $12,17 have been con- 
tributed by the scholars in this Schoo! 
during the past year, for the educa- 
tion of heathen children. If the world 
would all repent and become as little 
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children, how soon would all the 
world be converted! Calculation 18 
made in this report, by which it ap- 
pears that, of the 2131 Schools now 
in connexion with the A. 8. 8. Union, 
if only one-fourth can, and will con- 
tribute annually a sum equal to that 
contributed in this School, there 
would a yearly amount of $6,486,61 
to be added to the funds for the edu- 
cation of heathen children, besides 
all the precious treasure of benevo- 
lent feeling, that would then be ga- 
thered into the bosoms of these little 
benefactors of the world. In a subse- 
quent part of this report it appears 
that the Managers have concluded 
hereafter to appropriate one-half of 
the contributions of the school, to the 
annual increase of the Library, the 
other half to be applied as before 
specified. Of 26 teachers in this 
School 11 have made a profession of 
religion during the past yeor.—e- 
port of Fitchburg S. S. 

In the system of instruction now 
adopted, great efforts of memory 
without thought and understanding, 
have been discouraged. Catechisms 
of every kind are entirely abandoned, 
and but few hymns admitted. The 
series of Scripture lessons recom- 
mended by the American Union has 
been introduced, and these, together 
with the rules of the School and the 
Ten Commandments on cards, in ad- 
dition to the hymns and pictures or 
reward tickets, now constitute the 
system of instruction given in this 
School. A Library has likewise been 
established, and its advantages are 
abundantly manifest. The books de- 
livered to each class, are charged to 
the teacher, who is held strictly re- 
sponsible for their return. Another 
appendage to our School, which costs 
nothing, and yet its value is inestima- 
ble, is the Sabbath-school Concert. 
Here are assembled the superinten- 
dents, teachers and children, after 
the manner of a family meeting, and 
in company with many thousands 
employed on the same service in dif- 
ferent parts of the world, they pre- 
sent to the Infinite God their offering 
of prayer and praise. In view of this, 
the discreet man’s heart, must swell 
with emotions which have their ori- 
gin and their end in Heaven; and 


} 








blessed be the God of all grace, 
peace and consolation, that our ef- 
forts have been crowned with His 
blessing, without whom we can do 
nothing. We trust that at least from 
25 to 30 scholars and 7 or 8 teachers, 
have experienced the converting in- 
fluence of the Holy Spirit. Of those 
concerning whom this blessed report 
cannot yet be given, many are now 
seeking the faith which leads to hap- 
piness and Heaven. Of all we may 
say, that good seed has been sown in 
their minds, and though it may long 
lie buried, and the fruit fail to ap- 
pear, yet will we trust in the pro- 
mise of God, that his grace will de- 
scend upon it as rain upon the mown 
grass, and that many verdant and vi- 
gorous plants of holiness shall spring 
up here, and flourish immortal in the 
garden of the Lord. And O! how 
much more cruel than the Pagan be- 
side the Ganges, is that parent in a 
Christian land, who restrains the feet 
of an untaught child from such a nur- 
sery—who sends one into a world 
like this without first pointing him to 
a hiding place from the wind, or a 
covert from the tempest; into ad 
land, without showing him where ni- 
vers of water flow; into a weary land, 
yet tells him not of the great Rock in 
whose shadow there is shelter and 
repose!— Heport of Springfield S. 8S. 
The teachers have found that there 
has been for their labours of love, an 
immediate return into their own bo- 
soms; and those scholars who have 
been regular and persevering in their 
attendance, have always esteemed it 
a pleasant and valuable privilege. 
Since the School has been establish 
ed, there have been two special sea- 
sons of revival, in each of which both 
teachers and scholars shared largely 
in proportion to their numbers. The 
number of those who have experien- 
ced religion, as we suppose, while 
connected with the School, is be- 
tween thirty and forty. Of this num- 
ber fourteen were brought in during 
the last revival, who have united 
themselves with the people of the 
Lord. Of those who have for any 
length of time assisted as Teachers, 
only one ‘individual remains, who 


| does not enjoy a comfortable hope of 
| having passed from death anto life. 
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The number of scholars who attend | 


the School this season, is about one 
hundred, The number of teachers is 
eighteen, all of whom we hope are 
pious.— Report of Taunton S. S. 
During the revival with which we 
were favoured a year since, the fol- 
lowing questions were put toa girl 
eleven years of age, who had attend- 
ed the School very punctually: 
Pastor —You appear to be in dis- 
tress, what is the occasion of it? 
Scholar,—Sir, | am a sinner, 
Pastor.—How old are you? 
Scholar.—Eleven years. 
Pastor.—Then you are not a great 
sinner, are you? 
Scholar.—Yes, Sir, I am a great 
sinner. 
Pastor.—But why are you a sinner? 
Scholar.—1 have not kept the com- 
mandment of God, 
Pastor.—What do you want? 
Scholar.—I want a new heart. 
This conversation was had at an 
inquiry meeting, and produced much 
feeling on the minds of all present. 
We trust the little girl has since re- 
ceived what she then desired—a new 
heart. She has united with the 
Church, and goes on her way rejoic- 
ing.”’—Report of West Springfield S.S. 


IMPORTANCE OF MENTAL CULTIVATION 
TO A RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTER. 


The following article, though oc- 
cupying rather more space in the 
Magazine than we would generally 
wish to appropriate to any single 
subject, is, nevertheless, so valuable, 
that we cannot hesitate to give it a 
prominent place. It is on a subject 
of immense importance, and one 
which has not hitherto received the 
attention which it required. It is pe- 
culiarly appropriate to the Magazine, 
as it relates to the qualifications of a 
Sunday-school teacher. We have not 
yet seen the original work, called 
‘** Religious Education,” from which 
the extract is made, but we take 
what is found below, from the 21st 
number of the American Journal of 
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Education. We recommend the arti- 
cle to the serious consideration of all 
who are engaged in the interesting 
and responsible duties of teachers of 
religion. 


While it must be confessed that 
pure and undefiled religion, both in 
principle and practice, should be the 
primary object of a Sunday-school 
teacher’s solicitude, it is equally true 
that there is nothing in genuine piety 
which militates against the cultiva- 
tion of the mental powers, To assert 
the contrary, would be to arraign the 
wisdom and goodness of Him who 
has endowed us with faculties so nu- 
merous, so varied, and so capable of 
increasing our happiness. Here, as 
in most other cases, the danger con- 
sists, not in the use, but in the mis- 
application of the blessings with 
which we are favoured. That some 
persons in their intemperate zeal, af- 
fect to deny the use of mental culti- 
vation is true, but such persons are 
generally as little entitled to our re- 
gard, as the man who presumes to 
offer his sentiments on the inutility 
of any science, to the very first prin- 
ciples of which he is an absolute 
stranger. Nothing contained in the 
Scriptures can fairly be construed 
into a censure of human attainments; 
on the contrary, we find Moses and 
Solomon both celebrated for their 
learning and science, in the Old, and 
Paul in the New Testament. Yet it 
would be fatally wrong to allow any 
thing of a merely secular kind to 
usurp the high place so justly de- 
manded by the means which conduce 
to the salvation of the soul. While 
kept within proper boundaries, a 
studious attention to the improve- 
ment of our mental faculties, is both 
desirable and useful. ‘ With all thy 
getting,’ says the wisest of men, 
* get understanding,’ and to no indt- 
viduals does this exhortation apply 
with more propriety and force, than 
to those who are engaged in the 
work of education. 

Yet, as it regards Sunday-school 
teachers in general, comparatively 
little value is attached to mental ac- 
quisitions: fervently desirous of use- 
fulness in their grand design, they 
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unhappily lose sight of the superior | 


' 
' 


opportunities which a well-cultivated | 
mind would afford, of communicating 


instruction in an attractive and useful 
manner. To those who have been 


scholars in Sunday-schools, but have | 


risen up into life, and devoted them- 


selves to the religious instruction of 


their fellow-creatures, this remark 
peculiarly applies. Their limited 
means during youth could not afford 
them the ability, even had they pos- 
sessed the inclination, to pursue a 
studious course. A deficiency is often 
very observable in these pious indivi- 
duals, arising from these causes; and 
although early and constant in their 
attendance, and exemplary in their 
conduct, they labour under conside- 
rable disadvantages. 

Those who profess to instruct 
others, should not, at least, be re- 
markable for their own want of edu- 
cation. ‘ Thou that teachest another, 
teachest thou not thyself?’ This inter- 
rogatory should be their constant 
subject of reflection, and should in- 
duce a disposition to supply, as far as 
possible, the defects of which they 
ought to be conscious. A little time 
devoted to self-cultivation, would 
raise the respectability of the teacher, 
and prevent him from incurring the 
shrewd and sarcastic remarks of chil- 
dren, whose perceptions are clear 
and quick. No peculiarities of ex- 
pression or manner ought to be in- 
dulged in by an instructer of children, 
and it is only by great vigilance, and 
the exercise of good taste, that we 
can hope to avoid them. The careful 
perusal of the productions of our best 
authors, insensibly forms the taste, 
and at once corrects and improves 
our style of expression. In propor- 
tion as the teacher’s mind is enlarg- 
ed, his capacities for usefulness are 
extended, since he possesses stores 
which others do not enjoy; and how 
invaluable will such reasources ap- 
pear, when it is recollected how much 
a talent for illustration is requisite to 
interest the volatile minds of youth. 
Let it be borne in mind too, that the 
standard of knowledge is always 
rising, and that it is essential, in the 
very nature of things, that the teach- 
er should be superior to his pupils. 

In recommending an increased at- 
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tention to mental cultivation on the 
part of the Sunday-school teachers, 
the following observations are de- 
signed merely as hints for the pursuit 
of knowledge, to be amplified as cir- 
cumstances may require, 

1. A proper distribution of time, and 
the formation of a plan of study, will 
be found unspeakably important, 

If the foundatien is insecure, the 
superstructure will always be endan- 


| gered, Hence the importance of pri- 


marily forming some rules, adapted 
to circumstances; and as no decisive 
plan can be laid down for universal 
adoption, let your attention be di- 
rected to a few general hints. 

Let your plan be judiciously framed, 
If this be overlooked, the attempt 
will be unsuccessful. It will be neces- 
sary to ascertain and define with ac- 
curacy the time you can devote to 
study, without infringing on busi- 
ness, or neglecting devotion, Let, 
however, some part of every day be 
Set apart for the improvement of the 
mind; the cases are very few in 
which this cannot be accomplished 
with comparative ease, if due dili- 
gence be exercised. Do not attempt 
too much. Many a good intention has 
been frustrated, by aiming at more 
than the opportunities of the student 
enabled him to fulfil. Failure must 
inevitably result, and this in most 
cases produces a feeling of despon- 
dency, which acts very powerfully 
on the energies of the mind in pre- 


| venting future exertion. 


_ Recollect the importance of order and 
punctuality, Relaxation for even a 


‘| single day draws after it serious con- 
| sequences: when the course of study 








is once broken through, an evil ha- 
bit begins to be formed. No trivial 
causes should induce you to lay aside 
a plan which you have deliberately 
adopted. You will find it far more 
difficult to return to habits of disci- 
pline, after the mind has been dissi- 
pated by indulgence. 

Let your plan be prosecuted with di- 
ligence. The bee, not deterred by 
fatigue, roams from garden to - 
den, from field to field, and der 
many a flight, returns to the hive 
loaded with her spoils, Imitate her 
example, and let no day pass without 
your going in quest of knowledge, 
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and thus increasing the stock which 
you possess. 

Endeavour to acquire the habit of ab- 
straction: allowing the mind to wan- 
der, exceedingly hinders mental im- 
provement. Pursue your studies with 
energy and tranquillity for it will be 
impossible for you to succeed while 
the mind is weak or agitated. Dili- 
gently investigate the various sub- 
jects which come under your notice, 
and make yourself completely master 
of one, before you proceed to ano- 
ther. An opposite method will be 
sure to lead to confusion, and indis- 
tinctness in your ideas. 

Acquire and cherish habits of obser- 
vation. Pitiable is that man who 
passes through life without remark- 
ing the varieties of character which 
meet his view, and deriving from the 
survey substantial benefits. 

Having well arranged your plan, 
and properly apportioned your lei- 
sure time, we proceed to,-— 

2. Reading. As it regards reading, 
direct your attention first to those 
works which have been purposely 
composed to aid intellectual cultiva- 
tion. Books of this character were 
once rare, but they are now numerous. 

Among the best, most adapted for 
usefulness, may be noticed, Self Cul- 
tivation, the product of the observa- 
tion and experience of the Rev. Isaac 
Taylor; Watt’s Improvement of the 
Mind, which should ever be a cher- 
ished volume in the youthful library; 
and Mental Discipline, by the Rev. 
H. F. Burder, which, although prin- 
cipally written for students in theolo- 
gy, may be studied with advantage 
by every one. 

Discrmination in the selection of 
books is absolutely necessary;—to 
read, as is the case with many, every 
volume which bears an alluring title, 
is injudicious and injurious. It fre- 
quently happens, that persons whose 
circumstances have only allowed 
them access to a few valuable works, 
which have been attentively and fre- 
quently perused, are far better in- 
formed than others, who have had 
the range of extensive libraries, over 
which they have fluttered, like the 
butterfly, instead of gathering and 
toiling as the bee. One very great 
evil resulting from this desultory and 











excursive method of reading, is, that 
the principles of the individual are 
subject to perpetual change, every 
thing bearing the charm of novelty, 
becomes in his estimation, superior 
to utility; he is driven about by every 
wind of doctrine, pitied by some, and 
despised by others. He acquires too 
often a habit of expressing his senti- 
ments in a manner, which proves 
him to be destitute both of good 
sense and of humility; and, while he 
attempts to shine in conversation, it is 
easily discoverable that his know- 
ledge is confined and superficial. In 
the acquisition of knowledge, it is 
absolutely needful to persevere in 
the most diligent use of the means 
calculated to secure the desired end, 
Let, therefore, your course of read- 
ing be select and judicious, if you 
really desire to make intellectual 
progress. 

Many persons of pious feelings con 
fine their reading to one class of writ- 
ings, and one set of opinions, which 
has a tendency to narrow the mind, 
to produce a bigoted attachment to 
their own particular views, and to 
cherish uncharitable sentiments in 
reference to those who differ from 
them. It should be the aim of every 
well-educated christian, to acquaint 
himself with the opinions of others, 
that he may not, however inadver- 
tently, misrepresent them, or be at a 
loss when they are alluded to in his 
presence. Let not, however, the op- 
posite extreme be indulged, of read- 
ing every controversial work; such a 
course, unless the individual have a 
very strong mind, is likely to result 
in scepticism. It exposes a man to 
the danger of ‘ ever learning, and 
never coming to the knowledge of 
the truth;’ and of exposing himself to 
this reproach and threatening, ‘ un- 
stable as water, thou shalt not excel.’ 

The pecuniary resources of many 
Sunday-school teachers do not per 
mit them to obtain access to the 
publications which are necessary for 
their improvement. To remove this 
difficulty, it should be the aim in 
every Sunday-school, to establish a 
library for the use of the teachers, 
distinct from the one usually appro- 
priated to the children. 

A moderate quarterly subscription 
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will enable them to obtain a respecta- 
ble library in the course ofa few years. 
Application might also be made to 
affluent individuals connected with 
the congregation to which the school 
is attached, to promote the design, 
either by subscriptions, or by dona- 
tions of books. In the short space of 
two years, the library of a Sunday- 
school known to the writer, has been 
enlarged considerably with many ex- 
pensive and valuable works, by the 
plan above recommended. _ ; 

The management of such libraries 
should be confided to good hands, 
and great care be taken that only 
works of standard excellence be pro- 
cured; the limited finances they ge- 
nerally possess, will not justify the 
purchasing of works of a light cha- 
racter, or of temporary interest. Histo- 
ry, especially ancient, should have a 
place in it; and for this purpose, Rol- 
lin, or Morrell’s studies in History, 
are perhaps the best adapted.—The 
connexion of sacred with what is 
commonly termed profane history, is 
so intimate, that an acquaintance 
with the latter is of great importance 
to the teacher, as it will strengthen 
his conviction of the authenticity of 
the sacred volume, and illustrate and 
confirm a large portion of its testi- 
mony. 

The best authors, who have writ- 
ten expressly to illustrate the Bible, 
should also be purchased, such, as, 
Horne’s Critical Introduction to the 
Study of the Scriptures, in 4 vols. 
8vo; and Burder’s Oriental Customs, 
in 2 vols. 8vo. Every work of merit 
on the subject of education generally, 
should be admitted; for, although but 
small portions of such works could 
be introduced into Sunday-schools; 
yet the principles on which they are 
founded, and many of the advices 
and hints which they furnish, may be 
rendered extensively useful, 

Standard works on divinity, which 
may often be obtained at a cheap 
rate, should be sought for. A Sun- 
day-school library will be of more ad- 
vantage than appears at first view; it 
will foster a habit of reading, and that 
too of a select and solid character; it 
will tend to unite the teacher more 
closely with the school, by affording 
hum such facilities for his ratification, 
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and it will materially aid him in his 
intellectual progress. 

3. Reflection is of the greatest ad- 
vantage in mental culture,—nothing 
indeed can be gained without it. 
Comparatively speaking, all our read- 
ing and observations are useless, un- 
less they form materials for thought. 
The acquisitions of those who read 
without reflection, scarcely deserve 
the name, being of no practical va 
lue. They read merely for amuse- 
ment, not for profit,—for the grati- 
fication of the fancy, and not for the 
improvement of the understanding. 
Their knowledge resembles the con- 
tents of a public warehouse, in which 
goods of every description are stored 
up withont any order. It must be di- 
gested and arranged, or it will be 
nearly useless, 

Reflection is the chemistry of the 
mind, enabling &s to analyze the va- 
riety of subjects which are presented 
to us, to separate the good from the 
evil, and to produce a number of in- 
teresting combinations of thought 
and feeling. Itis the test by which 
we are enabled to distinguish be- 
tween true and false reasoning, and 
to detect the various improprieties 
with which we may be justly charge- 
able. The chemist only can arrive 
ata certain knowledge of the consti- 
tuent parts of bodies, or judge of 
their adaptation to valuable ends; and 
itis the man of reflection only who 
acquires a just knowledge of the pe- 
culiar construction of his own mind, 
and is instructed how to apply it to 
his own improvement, and to the in- 
terests of his fellow creatures. 

That these are results of conside- 
rable moment to our individual and 
relative happiness is sufficiently evi- 
dent. How apt are we to form an un- 
due estimate of ourselves! Reflec- 
tion induces us to compare ourselves 
with others; and the conviction is 
forced upon us, that we have no rea- 
son to be proud of our attainments, 
but as yet, ‘know nothing as we 
ought to know.’ ‘That self-compla- 
cency which we too frequently in- 
dulge, and which presents an insu- 
perable barricr to mental culture, is 
best removed by the habit we are 
now recommending. Under a con- 
scivusiicss of our numerous defects, 
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thus discovered, we shall be desirous 
of receiving, and shall thankfully ac- 
knowlege, the advice and assistance 
of those who are candid and friendly 
enough to point out our errors. 


Aim at clearness in all that you do. | 
If you do not arrive at accurate con- | 


ceptions of the subject which you are 
pursuing, it will be impossible for 
you to express or describe it with ac- 
curacy. Be not contented with hav- 
ing arrived at a conclusion, but satis- 
fy yourself as to the process by which 
you have reached it. Some persons 
seem unable to express their ideas, so 
as to make them intelligible. Acquire, 
therefore, whatever exertion it de- 
mands, clearness and accuracy, 
which you will best accomplish by 
habits of reflection and careful com- 
position. 

4. We would euarnest/y recommend 
mutual communication. 

When the endless variety which 
the human mind presents is taken 
into consideration, how invaluable do 
the opportunities of social intercourse 
appear. By the collision of one mind 
with another, the brightest sparklings 
of genius and talent have been elicit- 
ed, and he who desires to excel must 
avail himself of the advantage of asso- 
ciation. Persons who have been se- 


cluded from society, find considera- | 


ble difficulty in conveying their sen- 


timents; and it is therefore desirable 


especially for the instructers of the 
oung, to acquire the habit of speak- 
ing and writing with ease and fluen- 
cy. Set before you as examples for 
your imitation, those of your asso- 
ciates who are the best informed, and 
cultivate their friendship, that you 
may avail yourself of the means of 
improvement which their conversa- 
tion will supply. In the early part of 
the author’s Sunday-school engage- 
ments, a private society existed 
among several of his fellow labourers, 
for their own mental improvement; 
it met weekly, and he remembers 
with feelings of grateful pleasure the 
benefit his own mind received from 
its proceedings. Persons possessed 
of superior talent and information 
might thus be instrumental in contri- 
buting to the moral and mental im- 
provement of their coadjutors. 
Whatever be his mental acquire- 
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ments, the most intellectual man 
may after all adopt the language of 
the immortal Newton, who, review- 
ing the operations of his life, said 
‘ That it seemed as if he had been 


only gathering a few shells and peb- 


bles on the sea shore, while the 
whole ocean of truth lay undiscover 
ed before him.’ 

A christian will consider it his 
greatest happiness to dedicate his ta- 
lents, however eminent, to the ser- 
vice of the cross, 

The selfish feeling which induces 
some persons to keep their talents 
unexercised, finds no place in the 
mind of a generous believer. He 
feels that the knowledge he accumu- 
lates places him under a more serious 
responsibility, and therefore devotes 
it to the furtherance of the happiness 
of mankind. He resembles the far- 
mer, who, although he gathers his 
corn into the barn, does not suffer it to 


' remain there, but threshes it out, 
that it may be useful in affording 


‘ seed to the sower, and bread to the 
Apply then your knowledge 
to a beneficial object, and be not sa- 


| tisfied with having talents, without 


exercising them for the advancement 
of the moral and spiritual happiness 
of your fellow men. This is the high- 
est object of human exertion, and to 
this end, all your desires and attempts 
at mental cultivation should be di- 
rected. 


From the Visitor and Telegraph. 
SABBATH-SCHOOLS IN PRINCE EDWARD. 


All the friends of Sabbath-schools 
will no doubt be glad to hear, that 
increased exertions have been made 
in Virginia during the last summer, 


to render instructions on the Sabbath 


more common. It is now evident 


_ that one of the greatest obstacles to 


the spread of the gospel amongst us, 
is the want of religious education 
which is so generally found to exist. 
Unless this evil can be remedied or 
removed, our community can never 
become very remarkable for piety or 
and no other institution 
whatever offers any remedy (we 
were ready to say) for this evil ex- 
cept Sunday-schools. Certainly no 
other institution offers so effectual a 
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remedy; no other remedy indeed can 
be compared with it, unless it be a 
well conducted Bible Class. Enter- 
taining the opinion I have just stat- 
ed, 1 willingly present you a state- 
ment of what has been done in the 
county of Prince Edward, to establish 
Sabbath-schools during the present 


year. AndI do this at the request of | 


the Sunday-school Union of that coun- 
ty, with the hope that hearing what 
success has been met with, may ex- 
cite others to engage in similar la- 
bours of love. 

The students in the Union Theo- 
logical Seminary determined at the 
commencement of the year, to render 
themselves useful, if practicable, by 
establishing Sabbath-schools. They 
organized, as they saw opportunity, 
four new schools, some of them at 
the distance of eight and even of 
twelve miles from the Seminary. In 
some places they had difficulties to 
encounter—the thing was thought 
to be impracticable or useless, but 
generally they were zealously assist- 
ed in their exertions by the people of 
the neighbourhood. Several schools 
were also commenced and carried on 
by persons belonging to the Metho- 
dist church. So that I have it in my 
power to say, that within a circle, no 
part of whose circumference was 
more distant than twelve miles from 
the Seminary, there were to be found 
no less than nine flourishing Sabbath- 
schools, The number of scholars 
in these schools was generally from 
50 to 70. Inone or twoof them the 
number was smaller. To supply 
these schools with books promptly 
and in the best manner, a Sunday- 
school Union was formed, which be- 
came auxiliary to the Am. S, S, Uni- 
on. Some may be ready to say, 
that much more might have been 
done.—Much more ought to be done 
certainly. But when we recollect 
that all these schools, except one or 
two, were first established during 
this summer, merely by a little exer- 
tion more than usual, it should excite 
our gratitude to the giver of all our 
blessings, and teach us what might 
be done in other counties by similar 
exertions. These schools were the 
means in several places of keeping 
up the regular worship of God on 
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the Sabbath. Prayer meetings were 
usually held in connexion with them, 
at which, it was customary for some 
professor of religion to deliver an 
exhortation to the congregation that 
had assembled. What I think most 
worthy of remark, is the zeal and ar- 
dour that has been excited among the 
people, in favour of these schools, 
It has been of a progressive nature, 
and has apparently gained strength 
every day. And could it but spread 
through the whole of Virginia and 
through every denomination of Chris- 
tians, what incalculable good might 
it not do? Believe me, sir, while 
religious education is so little at- 
tended to in the south, some remedy 
ought to be devised and speedily 
applied to an evil of so portentous 
and alarming a character, 
From the Visitor and Telegraph. 

Of conversions in Sabbath-schools 
a very interesting and a very delicate 
subject, the Intelligencer says, the 
great revivals of religion last year 
produced a harvest of much greater 
abundance than this year has yield- 
ed. Itis however, we believe, not 
putting it too high, to count on the 
conversion of three hundred teachers 
and scholars. Candour obliges us to 
state, What is indeed painful to say, 
that of the supposed conversions re- 
ported last year, some in respect of 
the scholars, seem to have been only 
apparent. Perhaps the too san- 
gruine hopes of some of our friends 
led them to a little too favourable an 
interpretation of appearances, and 
possibly to a little exaggeration, 
We recommend to our auxiliaries 
the utmost accuracy in their re. 
ports in this respect particularly. 
We should not deserve from the 
public that confidence which we 
covet, did we not hasten to rectify 
any overstatements, It is, indeed, 
much more difficult to deal with 
childhood in seasons of religious ex- 
citement, than with adultage. Child- 
hood is so mercurial, so impressible, 
so changeful, and has so imperfect a 
power of communicating its feelings 
that it is not easy to ascertain the 
precise state in which it may hap- 
pen to be. Hut far be it from us 
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Death of a Sunday -school Teacher. 





to imagine that children are less 
likely subjects of regeneration than 
man. “Suffer little children to come 
unto me, and forbid them not ; for 
of such is the kingdom of heaven.” 
Great numbers of our pupils attest 
the truth of the Redeemer’s gracious 
and encouraging words; and their 
lives show that he has taught them 
** to know his voice and follow him.” 


WRITING AND CIPHERING, 


Mr, Editor.—Permit me to inquire 
through the medium of the Sunday- 
school Magazine, if writing and 
ciphering are taught on the Sabbath 
in any of the schools in the United 
States. I am induced to make the 
inquiry, from having understood that 
the practice is very common in Eu- 
rope, but I should be grieved and 
disappointed to hear that it had been 
introduced into our own schools. 

A CONSTANT READER. 


For the American Sunday-School Magazine. 
DEATH OF A SUNDAY-SCHOOL TEACHER. 


Died in New York, on the 3d of 
Sept. William Wade, aged 20. 

The death of this young man is an 
event of peculiar interest. It re- 
minds us that another has been added 
to the hosts of heaven, and enforces 
the admonition, “Arise, depart; for 
this is not your rest.”” His period of 
youth, had been marked with sobrie- 
ty, modesty and decision of charac- 
ter. Being possessed of a_ placid 
temper, his mind was seldom agitat- 
ed by ill treatment or dissentions. At 
the age of 18, while at a lecture 
room, on a certain evening, he ex- 
hibited unusual tenderness of con- 
science and was seen to weep. Ina 
short time, however, these impres- 
sions were erased. Hearing of a 
youth’s prayer meeting, he attended 
it, and was again overwhelmed with 
painful convictions of his sins. ‘To 
this meeting he often alluded in his 
subsequent life, as being one which 
he should remember forever. In the 
course of a few weeks, his anguish 
of mind was allayed by a view of the 
blessedness and glory of God, and 
by that “hope which maketh not 
ashamed.” 
peace and comfort, he became a 


After several months of 








member of the church of Christ. He 
also appeared to be deeply affected 
in view of his obligations and his ac 
countability to God. 

When not engaged in his ordinary 
business, he frequently sought op 
portunities to do good by visiting 
poor ignorant families. But the 
sphere in which he was the most use. 
ful, was that of a Sunday-schoo!l 
teacher. To his mother, he said, 
“What should I do, if it were not 
for my Sunday-school? What else 
can I do so profitably for the king 
dom of Christ? O! how I delight to 
glorify God in this business! How 
dear the teachers are to me!”” He was 
not only a punctual but a successfx 
teacher. He took special pains after 
hearing the scripture lesson of his 
class to explain it and to enforce ij 
upon their consciences. Every mo 
ment in which he was with them, 
seemed to be employed for their spi 
ritual benefit; and he never seemed 
to be more happy than when praying 
and conversing with them and their 
parents, at their respective homes 
He was evidently a rich blessing to 
them, and they delighted to welcome 
him as a devoted servant of God. 
The illness which terminated his life, 
was short, and was attended at times 
with spasms and mental derange 
ment. ‘There were certain intervals, 
however, in which he stated the ex 
ercises of his mind and his future 
prospects. To several persons, he 
said, “When will our church awake! 
the members ought not to be so stu 
pid. I feel a distress for them. | 
wish our pastor would call a general 
meeting of the church and congre 
gation, to pray for a revival, and to 
see if something cannot be done.” 
As he had no expectations of reco 
very, he requested that the pupils o! 
his class might be sent for, that he 
might see their faces once more and 
impart to them his dying messag: 
This request was granted. When 
they had come to his bedside, he «| 
first took them by the hand, and af 
terwards clasped his arms around 
their necks and thus addressed them 
**You will not probably see me agai 
Be good children. Always attend 
your Sunday-school, and seek to be 
instructed. Like me you will soon 
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die. Obe prepared for it.” This 
address was spoken with so much so- 
licitude, affection and tenderness, 
and with such a faltering voice, that 
it made them weep as if their very 
hearts would bleed and break. With 
his arms in the same position, he of- 
fered up a fervent prayer that they 
might be under the divine protec- 
tion, and might be converted to God. 
He then took leave of them, that he 
might enter eternity. His mother af- 
terwards came to him, and he said, 
“Mother, do not be anxious about 
this poor body—this dying body; for 
‘my life is hid with Christ in God.’ 
The Lord will do that which is for 
the best. Iam willing to depart. I 
should have no wish to live, if it were 
not for you.” When his mind was de- 
ranged, his thoughts and conversa- 
tion were chiefly in reference to the 
heavenly world, On the evening 
preceding his death, he told his mo- 
ther, that he longed to go to heaven, 
and that he would go, if she would 
only resign him into the hands of 
God. She immediately intimated to 
him that she had resigned him, His 
frame of mind was afterwards serene 
and happy. On the day of his de- 
parture, he endeavoured to speak 
several times, but could not on ac- 
count of his rattling in the throat and 
his severe spasms, From his holy 
life, and from that faith which crown- 
ed his expiring breath, we have rea- 
son to.infer, that his “end was peace, 
and his immortality, blessedness.”’ 
A.J. 





LONDON SABBATH-SCHOOLS, 

In May, of the present year, there 
were in the city of London, 430 
schools; 5,755 teachers; 62,379 scho- 
lars. Within the last year, there has 
been an increase of 27 schools; 222 
teachers; 1548 scholars. The pro- 
portion of scholars to the population, 
is not so great as in New York, or 
Philadelphia. 


MONROE, N, ¥. SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 

The third Report of this auxiliary, 
has been presented. The number 
of schools has not been increased 


TN 








much, during the year. We have 
not room forthe details of the re- 
port, but give the following ex- 
tracts. 

Brighton.—Allen creek, and dis- 
trict No. 1. In each of the schools 
established there are 7 teachers, and 
30 scholars, 5 of the teachers since 
their connexion with the school have 
made a public profession of religion. 
There are libraries attached to the 
schools. 

Rochester.—Baptist Sunday-school 
society has 5 schools under its care; 
55 teachers and 523 scholars; 35 
teachers and 10 scholars have made 
a profession of religion during the 
year. All these schools have libra- 
ries, and the concert is generally ob- 
served, 

Episcopal Methodist church Sun- 
day-school embraces 8 teachers and 
75 scholars. This school has enjoyed 
a refreshing fromthe divine presence, 
8 teachers have become professors 
of religion, and about 20 children 
have obtained hopes of an interest in 
Christ. 

Sunday-school of the Ist Presby- 
terian church. The number of scho- 
lars in this school is 412—number of 
teachers 60; 12 of whom, since their 
connexion with the school have made 
a public profession of religion. Of 
the children, 4 only have united with 
the church; but there are a number 
of others whose hearts there is rea- 
son to believe have experienced the 
renovating influence of the Holy Spi- 
rit. Connected with the school is a 
library of about 400 volumes. The 
concert of prayer is very well at- 
tended by the teachers and liberal 
contributions made. Those who have 
charge of this school, “feel war- 
ranted in believing that its influence 
has been felt by all the children so 
far as in some degree to restrain vice 
and promote a regard for the Sab- 
bath.” “During the past year it has 
pleased ’God to visit this school with 
his renovating grace, and as will be 
seen by the foregoing statement to 
call a number as we trust from dark- 
ness to light.’ One of the female 
teachers of this school has recent] 
offered her serv ices to the A. B.C, PF. 


mission, and has been accepted as an 
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assistant to the missionaries at the 
Sandwich Islands. 

The person alluded to is Miss De- 
lia Stone, daughter of the late Col. 
Isaac Stone. She left on the day of 
the Sunday-school celebration, to join 
the mission family in Boston. 

Sunday-school of the 2d Presbyte- 
rian church. ‘This school is under 
the care of 30teachers, and includes 
240 scholars who usually attend. Five 
teachers have united with the church 
and 2 or 3 more trust they have ex- 
perienced the effects of regenerating 
grace: one of the scholars has also 
united with the church. The library 
consists of about 220 volumes. The 
concert is observed in common with 
the other schools, and a collection 
taken up for the Sunday-school mis- 
sionary fund. ‘There can be no doubt 
that this school has exerted a great 
moral influence upon both children 
and parents. 

Sunday-school of the 3d Presbyte- 


rian church. Connected with this | 


church, is a Sunday-school society, 
embracing 3 schools: aggregate num- 
ber of teachers 55—of scholars 500. 
A library is attached to each school. 
Of the scholars, 3, since their con- 
nexion with the school, have made a 
public profession of religion. ‘These 
schools have all commenced within 8 
months, and the society has existed 
only during this period. The effect 
which the schools have already pro- 
duced upon the habits and conduct 
of the scholars, as might be expect- 
ed, has been most salutary. 

Methodist Sunday-school of Ro- 
chester consists of 60 scholars, and 
is flourishing. 


Sunday-school of Gates and Chili.— — 


This school consists of 18 teachers, 
and 125 scholars. Six teachers have 
hopefully embraced the Saviour dur- 
ing the year, and a number are un- 
der serious impressions: one of the 
children has lately given evidence of 
piety, and several are serious. The 
school has a small library, and the 
concert of prayer has been ob- 
served. 

The African school in Rochester 
consists of 120 scholars, and is at- 
tended both by children and adults; 
and is now ina flourishing state. 

In addition to these there are seve- 
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ral schools in the county which are 
not connected with this Union, and 
from which no report has been re 


| ceived. The number of scholars in 
, all the schools does not vary much 


much from three thousand. 
The board of managers appointed 
anagent, the past summer, to visit 


those parts of the county destitute of 


Sunday-schools, to excite an interest 
in their favour, and to establish new 
schools. Through his exertions se. 
veral new schools have been organiz. 
ed in different parts of the county, 
which, it is expected, will be sus. 
tained at least in the summer season, 
The funds of this Union will not ad 
mit of the employment of Sunday. 
school agents or missionaries, but for 
very short periods. The Sabbath. 
school cause might be materially be- 
nefited in this county, by the labours 
of Sabbath-school missionaries; and 
it is to be hoped that hereafter the 
collections at our Sabbath-school con- 
certs will procure the services of one 
for some part of the year at least. It 
is to be regretted that the schools are 
not more generally kept up in the 
winter seasons in villages and thickly 
populated neighbourhoods, Expe- 
rience testifies that the winter is no 
less favourable to the prosperity of 
Sabbath-schools, than the summer 
season. ‘Those schools which have 
been sustained during the winter 
have uniformly made greater profi- 
ciency during that season than at any 


other. From the happy results of 


the experiment it is hoped that the 
teachers and friends of the institution 
will make every effort to sustain the 
schools, through the year, in those 
places where it is practicable. 

The monthly concert of prayer for 
Sabbath-schools has been observed 
by the friends of the institution in 
several of our towns, but has not 
yet become general. The managers 
have to regret that the importance of 
this concert is not more deeply felt 
by those who profess to be the friends 
of Christ, and to believe in the effi- 
cacy of prayer: on these occasions, 
in some societies, it is the practice to 
take up a collection for Sunday- 
school missions: we could wish that 
this practice were more general: 
although the sums contributed at 
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each concert might be —. yets in 
the a te, a considerabie sum 
wall ae alee for Sabbath-school 
missions. Of the utility of these 
missions there can be no doubt, as 
experience demonstrates that with- 
out them the cause 1s impeded, 
not only in its advancement in the 
most destitute parts of our county, 
but in places most favoured with 
these invaluable institutions. 

The reports of the present year 
afford more cheering results of the 
labours bestowed upon the instruc- 
tion of children, than in any former 
year. It will no longer be denied by 
the friends of religion and morals, 
that “children are too young to be 
instructed in the things of religion,” 
or in view of their sin and misery, to 
embrace the Saviour. Upon review 
of the past year the friends and pa- 
trons of the Sabbath-schools have 
cause of thankfulness to God for the 
blessings which have been bestowed 
upon their endeavours to benefit the 
rising generation, and encourage- 
ment to persevere in their benevo- 
ient undertaking, until the benefits 
of this institution shall be felt in 
every part of our country. 





HAMPSHIRE SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 


As one of the resident teachers of 
the Portsea Sunday-school was walk- 
ing in a lane, she heard the voices of 
children, which induced her to stop 
and look about her; but she could 
see no person, for a thick hedge con- 
cealed some children from her view. 
She listened attentively to what they 
said, and overheard them sing a 
hymn, the first verse of which is as 
follows: 


“Lord, teach a little child to pray; 
Thy grace betimes impart; 

And grant thy Holy Spirit may 
Renew my infant heart.” 


After they had sung the hymn, she 
heard them engage in prayer, and the 
order of the words was, “Lord, create 
in us Clean hearts, and renew right 
spirits within us. Lord, bless our 
teachers at the Sunday-school. ‘Teach 
them that they may teach us. Lord 
bless our parents, and grant that we 
may be dutifulchildren’”’ And then 
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they concluded by saying, ‘*God 
bless all men,”’ 





For the American Sunday-School Magazine. 
TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION. 
Mr. Editor, 


Agreeably to your request, I send 
you an outline of the debate on the 
question discussed at the meeting of 
“‘The Association of Male Sunday- 
School Teachers,” in August last, 
viz. ** By what means are our Sun- 
day-school children to be converted, 
if converted at all, under our care.” 

I cannot enter into detail of the 
many remarks made on this interest- 
ing question, but trusting to memory 
and the help of a few incoherent 
notes, 1 shall endeavour to give a 
general outline. : 

This question being of a practical 
nature, it was difficult to define any 
particular method by which its objects 
could be answered, but rather rested 
on the broad basis of common duty 
and the influence of proper example. 

Mr. P. opened the debate by re- 
marking, that as he was not able to 
attend these meetings punctually, 
from the pressure of other duties, he 
was not aware of the subject to be 
brought before the Association till 
this evening ; his intimate connexion 
with Sunday-schools would, however, 
afford him an opportunity of saying 
something on the subject. 

He conceived that many Sunday- 
schools were retarded in their opera- 
tions, and their general influence was 
considerably curtailed, by teachers 
not availing themselves of those ex- 
ternal helps, that were to be procured 
so abundantly. In many Sunday- 
schools they were contented to go on 
in the old track, winding through in- 
numerable difficulties, requirmg a 
waste of time and effort that might 
easily be avoided, by perusing those 
plans or systems which have been 
compiled and published by the friends 
of Sunday-schools, and particularly 
by the American Sunday-School 
Union. The happy effects of these 
systems have been universally ac- 
knowledged by every Sunday-school 
that has put them into practice. The 
use of selected lessons, derived from 
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the word of God, and arranged in 
proper order, he would rank amongst 
the first class of external helps. This 
plan, when pursued on the principles 
of a harmony, and a well digested ar- 
rangement of subjects, was certainly 
calculated to enlighten the under- 
standings of teachers as well as scho- 
lars, and facilitate their knowledge 
in Divine truth. The teacher, par- 
ticularly, would be enabled to bend 
his mind to the truths or doctrines 
conveyed in the respective lessons, 
with the hope of imparting it to his 
youthful charge, with more freedom 
and accuracy than by any methods 
heretofore in use. There they have 
a repast prepared for their keen- 
est appetite, where they may feed 
on the fruits of others’ imaginations, 
without the cost or trouble that they 
were wont to be subjected to. On 
the contrary, where these plans have 
not been embraced, the teachers have 
frequently come to their classes little 
better fitted to convey, than their 
children to receive, the divine admo- 
nitions or doctrines of God’s holy 
word. Thus many prosecute this 
important business, without a proper 
knowledge of the subject to be treat- 
ed on, or depending on the move- 
ments of their transitory feelings, to 
be exercised on any subject that may 
present itself to their imagination. 
In this case disappointment must suc- 
ceed, for who can ensure himself the 
exercise of a fruitful mind in’an un- 
cultivated state ? The disuse of these 
valuable auxiliaries, together with the 
neglect of other important duties, is, 
no doubt, the cause of the spiritual 
declension of many of our Sunday- 
schools. 

In some instances, teachers are in 
the practice of meeting with their 
classes, at times most convenient for 
them, for the purpose of prayer and 
supplication to the Almighty, for his 
blessing on their labours; and this 
not merely in a formal manner; a 
spirit of prayer prevails, and is carried 


to the peculiar wants, condition and | 


character of every individual, so far 
as it can be known; and their prayers 
are not confined to these meetings 


with their children ; the fervency of | 


their closet prayers is also a testi- 
mony of their faithfulness, and anxiety 

















for the eternal interests of their little 
charge. ‘The work is not carried on 
in a dull, heartless manner, but every 
teacher, conscious of the immediate 
inspection of the Searcher of Hearts, 
addresses the conscience on the mat- 
ter. In those places where the efforts 
of teaching have been most success 
ful, the ministers of the gospel have 
also been unusually assiduous in en 
couraging and holding up the hands 
of teachers ; the schools are frequent 
ly visited, and their general interests 
promoted by all the means in their 
power. It is not wonderful, then, 
where there is such a combination of 
efforts, that the most sanguine expec- 
tations of the friends of Sunday. 
schools should be realized; God is 
always in earnest, his ears are always 
open to their cries, his hands are al- 
ways extended for theirrelief. ‘There 
can be no question, therefore, that 
where revivals are not experienced, 
their unfaithfulness may be marked in 
all its operations, and indolence or in. 
difference must be the characteristic 
feature. This reflection, though 
harsh, is nevertheless to be lamented 
as the truth, and the sooner we are 
made sensible of it the better. A 
heartfelt sense of obligation to the 
children under our care ; diligence 
in the use of every external means in 
our power; and a soul ascending to 
the throne of God in prayer for the 
sealing of the word to the spiritual 
edification of those youthful immor- 
tals, seems to be the only thing neces- 
sary to ensure those blessings which 
have been so long looked for, and for 
the furtherance of which we are call- 
ed upon to unite our efforts this even- 
ing. 

Mr. A. observed, that he was very 
willing to admit the necessity of a 
spirit of prayer and supplication in 


| promoting the great object embraced 
| in the question under discussion; but 
| as prayer had been so frequently made 
| the leading feature in this matter, h¢ 

| would beg leave to offer a few re- 


marks on the subject. He conceived 
that something paramount to these 


| obligations remains to be effected, 


before a complete reformation can be 
had ; and he was well assured in his 
mind, that if teachers would look into 
their own bosoms, they might see ! 
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under thisaspect. “ Work while itis 
called to-day,” seems to be the lan- 
guage held out in every page of holy 
writ; but Sunday-school teachers too 
often entertain the sluggish disposi- 
tion of the wagoner who would have 
help without putting his own shoulder 
to the wheel. Religion, simple in its 
experimental part, requires only a 
change of heart—a renovated dispo- 
sition; yet if it would prove itself ef- 
fective, has always for its forerunner 
an enlightened understanding; this 
(he could not believe) could be pro- 
duced by the most fervent and unre- 
mitting acts of devotion, for conver- 
sion is but a change of disposition, 
without any thing supernatural added, 


so fur as it regards an increase of 


knowledge ; the prejudices of the 
mind are such that we may be brought 
to believe without evidence ; but it is 
that kind of faith that is liable to be 
turned by every breath that the ene- 
mies of the truth may blow upon it. 
Cana teacher in such aconditon, hope 
to make any lasting impression on the 
youthful mind? Can a teacher who 
depends merely on the exercise of 
his feelings, without a suitable prepa- 
ration, hope to enforce those grand 
and sublime truths which are neces- 
sary to be inculcated, in order to form 
an enlightened and intelligent chris- 
tian? In youth, that most propitious 
time of sealing the word, shall we 
make an impression that shall stand 
the test of trial and difficulty; or shall 
we touch 80 slightly on the surface, 
that the first brush of the adversary 
shall efface it? The work of a Sun. 
day-school teacher is, of all others, 
the most difficult to perform, for it 
requires a knowledge of Divine truth 
scarcely less than that of the de- 
voted minister of the gospel; nay, 
in some respects more, for in addition 
to knowledge of a general nature, it 
requires an adaptation to the weak- 
ness and inexperience of an unfixed 
and uncultivated understanding. He 
would not wish to magnify the work 
beyond its true compass, but he cer- 
tainly thought that no efforts should 
be spared to bring the system to its 
proper bearing, no stone unturned, 
and no depths unsearched, to disco- 
ver the hidden secrets of this all-im- 
portant treasure. The Bible is before 























us, and innumerable helps Uhat almost 
every Sunday school teacher might 
avail himself of ; and, arming himself 
with these, he might ro forth to the 
conflict, not fearing the assault of the 
enemy; but, with the thin covering of 
selt-sufficiciency, how can he escape 
the defeat and dismay that awaits 
him. The vigilant shepherd is pre- 
pared with his crook and stafl—the 
warrior with his coat of mail—the 
statesman with his political systems 
—the husbandman and mechanic with 
their necessary apparatus,—and shall 
the Sunday-school teacher be desti 
tute of those means that are necessa- 
ry to the performance of his duty? 
Shall he slumber away his leisure 
hours, presuming at the same time to 
watch over the destinics of his inno- 
cent charge? With no weapons of 
defence, even for his own soul, shall 
he undertake to guard the interests 
of others ? and with an ignorant un- 
taught mind, shall he seat himself in 
the school of the prophets, to give 
instruction in matters of which he 
himself is comparatively uninformed? 
How can the work progress under 
this aspect? All the prayers that 
have ascended from such minds, have 
but reached to the lower clouds, and 
have been dissipated inthe elements, 
or if heard, cannot be answered in 
peace ; God may save, but it cannot 
be through such instrumentality. It 
is the very order of nature for success 
to follow endeavour; our common 
experience in the concerns of life 
prove it, and the word of God con- 
firms it—but idleness and ignorance 
has ever been followed by shame and 
reproach. Pray frequently—yes, 
pray without ceasing, but let it be 
that prayer that rests on the founda. 
tion of a well-taught mind, and an in- 
cessant application to the word. 

Mr. G. thought, that one great rea- 
son why children were not brought 
to a knowledge of the truth, was the 
unintelligible manner in which teach- 
ers usually convey their instructions. 
However good the natural capacities 
of teachers may be, and however 
well-informed their minds, if they do 
not take pains to simplify truth, they 
are pre aching a dead letter ; children 
are generally intelligent ; their facul- 
tics are susceptible of almost any im 
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pression ; even the most important 
doctrines of the Bible may be receiv- 
ed with facility, if dispensed in a suit- 
able manner; teachers talk to their 
children of the most intricate doc- 


trines of the Bible, as they would to | 
men of perfect understanding ; tech- | 
nical phrases ought to be avoided as | 


much as possible. What do children 
know of repentance and faith, origi- 
nal sin, and many other points of doc- 
trine, over which men of enlarged 
understanding so frequently stumble? 
Now, all these doctrines are import- 
ant to be known, but children will for 
ever remain in the dark if they are 
considered merely in the abstract. 
We have frequently sat in Sunday- 
schools, and have listened to long 
dissertations on these subjects, and 
have witnessed the gaping listlessness 
of children to the unintelligible dis- 
play of knowledge without discretion. 
Why should we complain of their in- 
attention—of their indifference or 
even contempt of these things? Let 
us reflectamoment. Would we like to 
sit under a tedious exposition of any 
subject in Hebrew or Greck, if we 
were entirely unacquainted with the 
language ? Though our patience 
might be put to the test, yet our ex- 
perience and better sense of polite- 
ness might teach us to forbear; but 
children cannot be brought to exer- 
Cise a talent so far renoved from their 
station, or listen with any degree of 
attention to language beyond their 

owers of conception. They must be 
interested, and in order to this they 
must understand. 

Children who have had the advan- 
tage of a good education, and a good 
example set before them, render 
themselves highly agreeable ; their 
amiable deportment, combined with 
a decent appearance, frequently give 
us a predilection for them, and al- 
though we may profess in the gencral 
to discard these considerations, yet 
our minds are sometimes carried away 
by the deception, and their outward 
attention and respect is mistaken for 
conviction. In some instances we 
have sat down to catechise children 
of this character; they paid the ut- 
most deference to what was said, and 
assented to the truth, but on a closer 
application they have been found to 














know nothing of the matter. The 
child should be questioned repeated. 
ly, until it is fully ascertained that he 
comprehends our meaning. This 
may be done by a variety of experi- 
ments that may be presented to the 
mind of the teacher; if one does not 
answer another may ; but a mere out. 
ward respect or attention to our con. 
versation can never be an infallible 
evidence that the party are convict- 
ed of the truth. After all, the work 
is of a difficult nature to perform, 
and, as it respects conversion, rests 
witha higher power. All that we can 
do is to sow the seed in faithfulness, 
and trust the event; but certainly it 
is our duty to qualify ourselves for 
such an important work. A know. 
ledge of human nature is a talent so 
highly necessary in the practice of 
Sunday-school teaching, that much 
pains ought to be taken to acquire it; 
it is true, that the acquisition of this 
kind of knowledge depends much on 
our intercourse with mankind, and 
some teachers have greatly the ad. 
vantage over others in this respect ; 
but still we may derive some infor- 
mation by examining our own bosoms, 
and trying the motives of all our ac- 
tions. Whenchildren are inattentive 
to what is said, or when they betray 


' an indifference to the truths we think 


we have conveyed, instead of cen 
suring them, we should often have 
more reason to conclude that the 
fault lies at our own door ; perhaps 
in the manner of dealing with them, 
there may be some exceptions to this 
rule ; moral depravity reigns in a 
great degree in all, but in general we 
have found that children will yield to 
the force of evidence. Let us then 
endeavour to cultivate the art of sim- 
plicity; let us know that we are un- 
derstood, by proving it under a vari- 
ety of circumstances, and never rest 
until we have-the full assurance that 
truth has fastened itself upon the un- 
derstanding ; then if the prejudice of 
the heart is removed, there can be no 
other obstacle to a full and complete 
conversion. 


SARAH RHODES. 


Sarah Rhodes departed this life, 
May 29th, 1826, aged 12 years and 
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10 months. At the early age of five 
years she began to attend the school. 
She was remarkable for her affection 
to her parents, her prothers and sis- 
ters, nor was she ever heard to use 
any improper language to any per- 
son. Her attendance at school was 
regular; she also took pleasure in the 
perusal of her hymn-book. About 
six months before her decease she 
attended a band-meeting, and gave 
a particulrr account of her conver- 
sion to God, and the happy change 
that had taken place in her mind. 
short time after this, the family was 
visited with a severe affliction, her 
mother and several of her sisters be- 
ing confined by sickness at the same 
time. Often did this young Christian 

neel by the side of their sick couch- 
es, and with streaming eyes directed 
to heaven, implore on their behalf 
the blessing and protection of Him 
who has said, ‘‘Call upon me in the 
day of trouble, and I will hear thee.” 
A short time after she was seized 
with the same disorder. She bore 
her sufferings with christian patience 
and fortitude. Not a murmur ever 
escaped her lips. When her pain 
was not so acute, she spent most of 
her time in prayer and singing 
hymns: and in this happy frame she 
continued till nature became exhaust- 
ed, and her spirit took its flight to 
the realms of the blessed. 


For the American Sunday-schoo] Magazine. 


The Contrast, or the Infidel and the 
Sunday-school. 


The village of was the oc- 
casional residence of the most cele- 
brated infidel whom this country has 
ever known. Its delightful situation 
on the bank of one of our noblest ri- 
vers, first allured him from the neigh- 
bouring city to renovate a constitu- 
tion impaired by vice rather than 
age, and the benefit derived from 
one visit, induced him to resort 
again and againto the same salu- 
brious retreat. 

Unfortunately for the inhabitants 
of | » ho presage of approaching 
evil awakened their caution. The 
Ieist came in the prepossessing garb 
of a patriot. His talents had enabled 

um to render some cssential services 








in the early days of our revolutiona 
ry contest, and although he never 
gave the slightest proof that he was 
actuated by a love of his adopted 
country, or a generous regard to the 
rights of man; he yet shared in the 
demonstrations of gratitude which 
were freely awarded by a liberated 
nation. There were even more in 
his case to ensure him a partial re- 
ception. He abounded in anecdote, 
—had a great fund of humour; and 
whenever it was requisite to obtain 
his object, he could accommodate 
himself with peculiar felicity, to the 
varying characters of his associates, 
and change, with a cameleon readi- 
ness, 

* From grave to gay, from lively to severe.” 
Such a character would be danger- 
ous in any society, and here there 
were few obstacles to the complete 
ascendancy of its deleterious influ- 
ence. The profane joke and the 
impious sneer were soon followed by 
vices of broader proportions; the 
violations of the holy rest of the Sab- 
bath and an open contempt for the 


God. Parents did not, indeed, sys- 
tematically teach their children to 
despise the laws of their Creator, but 
their example poisoned them as ef- 
fectually, and more deeply. But we 
cannot dwell on the melancholy ex. 
hibition of a father leading his off- 
spring into the chambers of death. 
The tints of the picture are too dark 
and sombre to be viewed with steady 
nerves, even by him who can perpe- 
trate the unnatural deed. 

We pass to other times, The sons 
now occupied the pres of their fa- 
thers. The Infidel Deist, and most 
of his deluded victims had alike gone 
to their dread account. But not so 
speedily passed away the baleful con- 
sequences of his example and his so- 
phistry. The deadly Sirocco, sweeps 
not over the Levant, without mark- 
ing emphatic traces of its visitation. 
The West India hurricane leaves ves- 
tiges of its progress more intelligi- 
ble to the traveller, than the records 
of the sufferers. But if these terri- 
ble scourges in the natural world, are 
of a character more immediately ap- 








| palling, they are not on that account, 
' to be deprecated, like the contayrion 


commandments and the worship of 
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of infidel example. Vegetation quick- 
ly revives from the effects of the 
withering blasts, and the works of art 
may be speedily restored, but long 
and late are the wanderings of those 
who have resolutely turned their 
backs upon the ordinances of God. 
In the contemplation of such a 
scene, there appeared little room for 
aught else but sympathy and sorrow; 
and Christian benevolence examined 
almost with hopeless despondency, 
the armoury, which Heaven had fur- 
nished for her noble enterprises. The 
Bible had long been discarded, and its 
solemn messages sealed up. Mission- 
aries and ‘T'racts presented them- 
selves on an avowed errand, and pre- 
judice, thus forewarned, easily bar- 
red the avenues to conviction, The 
Sunpay-scuoon alone remained. Its 
simple but powerful agency was en- 
listed. Circumstances forbid us to 
record, at present, the particulars of 
the success with which it pleased 
God to crown the attempt. Hereafter 
the story may be told, and it will 
then appear, that although infidelity 
may strike its roots strong and deep, 
there is an antidote to its deadly in- 
fluence, and that antidote is the 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL. lg 


The following paragraphs are ex- 
tracted from the September number 
of the “‘London Sunday-school Teach- 
ers’ Magazine, and we place them in 
our columns with feelings of no or- 
dinary gratification, It is matter of 
pleasant seflection as it respects the 
past, while it should operate as an ad- 
ditional stimulus to future effort, to 
know that England, the “land of Sun- 
day-schools” and the nurse of so ma- 
ny noble enterprises of Christian be- 
nevolence, should look to the United 
States for example and counsel in a 
cause so peculiarly their own. 

** The New World has set a noble 
example in zeal in this good cause, 
by employing agents, called Sunday- 
school Missionaries, who go round the 
country establishing Sunday-school 
Sucietics and Schools. Several 








of | 


these valuable labourers are at pre- 
sent employed in the United States 
by the American Sunday-schoo! 
Union. ‘ 

“It is with pleasure we observe 
that the Sunday-school Society fo: 
Ireland has followed the example, 
and that they have engaged an agent 
to visit the various districts of that 
unhappy country, to promote the 
cause of Sunday-schools, which is the 
likeliest method of rapidly extending 
the system into every district of that 
hitherto neglected country. 

“We have long been of opinion 
that at least half a dozen travelling 
missionaries, of the above description, 
might find employment in visiting 
the various parts of this extensive 
kingdom, to form Sunday-school So 
cieties or Unions in every considera 
ble town. 

* Although we are not so sanguine 
as to hope that our wishes may be 
fully realized, yet we have been gra 
tified to learn that the Sunday-schoo! 
Union has at length been induced to 
turn its attention to this subject, 
and thatin a few months they purpose 
to send out a Sunday-school Missiona 
ry, who will devote himself exclu 
sively to the work of travelling from 
county to county, in order to orga 
nize Sunday-school Societies or Uni- 
ons, in all the principal towns ;_ the 
formation of depots for the supply of 
the schools in each society ; and the 
appointment of efficient committees 
for the systematic regulation of the 
schools, so essential to their improve- 
ment and permanency. We under- 


| stand that the committee are at pre 


sent making arrangements with the 
secretary of the most active and effi 
cient Country Unions in the kingdom, 
who has offered himself to the socic- 
ty in the above capacity, and who 
has for many years been actively en 
gaged in the work,” 


There are at present in the em 
ployment of the American Sunday- 
school Union, thirteen (or morc) 
missionaries and agents; and now, as 
in the commencment of its eflorts, 
the grand object is pursued, of en 
deavouring to “ plant & Sunday-sclroo! 
wherever there is a population.” 
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BIBLE CATECHISM. 

We learn, by a letter from the 
Secretary of the London Sunday- 
school Union, that this very excel- 
lent catechism has been “ translated 
into the French, German, Spanish 
and Indo-Portuguese, and is in pro- 
gress in Chinese, and ordered in 
modern Greek.” 

This little volume has been well 
received in this country, we believe, 
by all denominations, and its transla- 
tion into foreign languages will great- 
ly promote the dissemination of di- 
vine truth, among many millions of 
people who are now in moral dark- 


ness. 





COMPARATIVE PRICE OF TESTAMENTS 
IN ENGLAND AND THE UNITED 
STATES. 


The British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety, with a view to favour Sunday- 
schools in Great Britain, have resolv- 
ed to supply them with copies of the 
Testament, in sheep, at 16 2-3 cents 
each, and from the manner in which 
this resolution is announced, it is 
<loubtless a very considerable reduc- 
tion from the usual prices. It will 
be recollected, that the price of the 
Testament in sheep, at the Deposi- 
tory of the American Sunday-school 
Union, is only 15 cents, and half 
bound 124 cents. 





ROSELAND, 


In the Wesleyan Methodist Sunday- 
schovl at St. Mawes, there are 27 
teachers, 23 of whom were once 
scholars; now they are become very 
active and usefulteachers, 13 of them 
are joined to the people of God and 
are beceme useful members of socie- 
ty. We often hear them blessing the 
day that ever they entered a Sunday- 
school; and the blessings they have 
received from their Heavenly Father, 
through that means of grace, they 
are how communicating to their fel- 
low creatures. 
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SARDATH-SCHOOLS, 


A correspondent at Stony Point, 
says, “thus far, our Sabbath-schools 
has succeeded beyond our expecta- 
tions. We have on the list nearly 
one hundred, and the number is still 
increasing. Between seventy and 
eighty constantly attend, and the 
most of them are making handsome 
progress, We have about a dozen 
teachers, male and female, who are 


regular in attendance, and feel a 
| great interest in the school.” 


It always affords us great pleasure 
to notice the assembling of the youth 
in the country, for the purpose of 
receiving instruction from the pious 
and self-denying teachers of a Sab- 
bath-school. We look upon. this 
heaven-born institution as principal 
among the spices which are to pre- 
serve our Republic from the humili- 
ating fate of all that have gone be- 
fore her. Let the youth—yea, let 
all the youth cherish weekly draughts 
from the pure waters of life, and we 
shall have no need to tremble for the 
safety and permanency of our free 


_and invaluable institutions. If poli- 
| ticians desire to see virtue in the re- 


public, (and really we think by this 
time they must be tired of vice,) we 
advise them to encourage the Sab- 
bath-school.— ec. & Tel, 





SUNDAY-SCHOOLS, 


At the anniversary of the Sunday- 
schools at Manchester, England, held 
in June, upwards of ten thousand 
children were present. 





SUNDAY-SCHOOL ANECDOTES, 


A little girl came voluntarily to her 
teacher, and presented the tickets 
she had been collecting for some 
time observing that she could not 
think of receiving any more, that 
she thought it sinful to receive pay 
for learning the word of God when 
it was so great a favour. Her teacher 
remarked, that she had better keep 
them until she had procured enough 
to purchase a large Bible. With 
childlike simplicity, lifting up the 
little Bible she held in her hand, she 
asked, “Does not this contain all that 


| is in a larger one?” 
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Oh! that the Lord would fill our 


Sunday-schools with such vouth; 


then could we look forward with 
pleasing emotions to the time when 
they would become an advantage to 
the community, and heirs of heaven. 


A girl of about twelve years of 


age, who had given up attending a | 
Sabbath-school, on being reproved | 


by her father for neglecting to com- 
mit to memory her questions, she 
said, ‘*Father, how can you make 
me get questions when you yourself 
neither pray, nor read, nor ask a 


blessing on your food when you take 
it?”? 


REVIVALS IN SABBATH-SCHOOLS., 


We understand that the revival of 
religion, mentioned a few weeks 


since, as having commenced in Sab- | 
bath-school, No. 12, New York, still | 


continues; and twenty-seven scholars 
have been made the partakers of di- 
vine grace. As this school contains 
above 350 children, and very many 
of them are awakened, we trust that 
the good work of the Lord will con- 
tinue, and the witnesses of the par- 
doning love of God be multiplied yet 
more and more. We also learn that 
thirteen of the teachers have lately 
experienced religion, Glory to God 
in the highest! 

This school was commenced about 
two months since, chiefly through 
the exertions of a zealous and perse- 
vering brother, from Baltimore. 
our brethren in that good city have 
any more such missionaries to spare, 
the “highways and hedges” of this 
“London of America,” will furnish 
them with ample employment. 

In Haw River circuit, Virginia con- 
ference, “we have a considerable re- 
vival, Our Sunday-schools are gene- 
rally flourishing, and several of the 
children have recently professed re- 
ligion.” 

In Amhurst circuit, (Va.) brother 
Wm. H. Starr says, in a letter to the 
publishers, “We have a fine work 
going on here; and the Christian Ad- 
vocate and Sunday-schools are pow- 
erful in their influence, and greatly 
assist out cause,—Ad, £2 Jou 
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SOUTH KENT SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION. 


Mill Bay, Sunday-school, Folkestone. 

One Sabbath evening, after divine 
service, a little fatherless boy about 
ten years of age, said to his parent, 
‘‘Shall I read a psalm, mother?” 
After the little fellow had finished 
reading, he said, ‘‘I will try to pray 
this night,” and then put up the fol.- 
lowing petition: **O Lord, look down 
on a little child, and preserve me 
from sin, and may I tread in the foot- 
steps of my dear father now in glory; 
prepare me for an early death, take 
away this stony heart and give me a 
heart of flesh, for thou, O Lord, canst 
if thou wilt.” 
“Mother, I will try to pray again 


Here he rose, and said, 


some other time.” He now continues 
to pray both before his mother and in 
private. 


AUXILIARIES, 


Recognized at stated meetings of th 
Board of Managers, from August 
28th, to October 22d, inclusive. 
Chilicothe, (Ohio) Presbyterian 

Sabbath-school Association-—Mrs. 

Nancy Waddle, first Directress; Mrs. 

Elizabeth Carlisle, second do.; Mrs. 

Margaret M‘Farland, T'reasurer, Mrs. 

Mary Ann Holton, Secretary, 
Bethany, (Va.) Sabbath-school— 

Samucl S. Kinker, President; Jolin 

R. Spotswood, Secretary and Trea- 

surer; Wilderness, Orange county. 

Walthourville, (Geo.) Sabbath- 
school—Mrs. Jane Farqukarson, firs¢ 
Directress; Mrs. S. A. M‘Connell, se 
cond do.; Miss H. A. Dunwoody, Se- 
cretary, Ridborough, Liberty coun 
ty; Mrs. M. E. Anderson, Mrs. S. 
Sweart, and Mrs. E. Winn, Collect- 
ing Committee. 

Champlain, (N. ¥.) Sabbath-school 
Union—Rev. Moses Chase, President; 
Rev. Samuel L. Crosby, Secretary, 
Fort Covington; Rev. Samuel Marsh, 
and Rev. Samuel Wilder, Managers 

Baton Roure, (La.) Sunday-school 
Society—Hugh Anderson, P.M. Se- 
cretary, Baton Rouge, La. 








